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CADDO LAKE NEW

The Newsletter of The Greater Lake Associgtions A Se r, 1994

DAINGERFIELD REACH DEAD

THE DAINGERFIELD REACH IS DEAD! THE PLAN FOR THE BIG
DITCH THROUGH CADDO LAKE IS NO MORE. IT'S OVER!

Finally, the Washington office of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in spite of
some last minute "“tale-twisting” from die-hard barge canal advocates, has made it official.

' We, along with Caddo Lake, hutters, fishers, boaters, residents, neighbors, U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service, Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, photographers, the
ArkLaTex, ducks, fish, decr, squirrels, common sense, federal treasury, and millions of
people (some perhaps unknowingly) WON. Caddo Lake will live.

Remember_whmthcysaidal]ﬂ:ecyprwsﬂmwedying,mdtheonly way to
sawﬂmwnsmdlgthcin&mﬁﬂbmgcm?myﬁedmcymmmwthy
and growing. At least one tree in Carters Lake is about 350 years old. There are few sick
trees in the Jake. That would not be true with the Big Ditch. Then again, maybe they
didn't lie, they were just talking about the health of the trees with the big ditch.

Remember when the Corps of Engineers refused to fumnish copies of their
reports, bought with public money, not only to us but to the Freedom of Information
requests filed by John Gordon of Shreveport's Channel 3 TV News? They said some was too sensitive to be released
to the public? They still have not released it Military Secrets? Certainly not. This is just another governiment agency
with the belicf that the public shouldn't meddle in their business, {except to pay for if), and then should not be able
to learn how wisely their money was spent. Mainly, the Corps just wanted to keep "their™ business.

v The official news release, issved by Patty K_ Elliott, Media Services Coordinator, U. S. Corps of Engineers,
icksburg District, dated L 1994 is;

“DAINGERFIELD PROJECT OFFICIALLY PUT TO REST. Vicksburg, Miss. Speculation over the outcome of the
Shreveport, La... 1o Daingarfield, Texas, portion of the Red River Waterway Project has endad with the official detarmination
that the project is economically infeasible.

"An independent economic assessment conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Headquarters in
Washington uphald the findings of the Corps' Vicksburg District.

"Basad on thess results, the reavaluation study has been officially terminated.

*T'o assistin the understanding and use of the information developed during the resvaluation study. study documents
have been prepared aidressing the following subjects: in progress review, Geomorphic Investigations; Hecreation demand
and nesads; Historic watercraft survey. Public irvolvement activities: Geotechnical investigations: Regional economic impacts;
and a Muasei survey. *

“These documents can be reviewsd at local library depositories that were established during the study and which
were detailed in the "Waterwise" newsletter. They may aiso be obtained from the Vicksburg District iree of charge while

supplies tast by writing Map Sales, CELMK-IM-TO. 2101 N. Frontage Rd.. Vicksburg. MS 39180-5191, or catling (601) 631-
5042 (Note: A list of these depositories is enclosed so that you may localize this release.)

"The Shreveport 1o Daingerfisld Reach of the Red River Waterway Project was an oniginal feature of the project. As
authorized in 1968, the project wouid have provided a 8-foot by 200-foot channsl for barge transportation from the Rad River
at Shreveport 1o the northwestern snd of Lake O the Pines near Daingerfisid, Texas.

*The purpose of the resvaluation studies was to determine if navigation on the Daingerfisld reach was feasible
based on today's conditions. The authorized project. as well as modifications to the authorized project, evaluated

. *ngineering, ec ic and environms analvses * (Editor's note: we comectad some gpelli

Some of us were not surprised the Corps didn't say anything about the FIVE AND A HALF MILLION
DOLLARS ($5,500,000.00) they admitted to spending on the project, but we did expect some bragging about the
balanceofthenincmilliondollarappropﬁntionthcyDIDNOTspend.(Or,didthcyspcnditallandnottell us?)

Anyway, it's over for now. Don't be surprised if it comes back to life in ten or twenty years. As long as all that
money in the U.S. Tmsmymbcsmﬂmcwillalwaysbcsomoncuyingtoﬁndawaytogcttheirhmdson it.
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.. . .

It's official. Dai d Reach is dead.
Qm”EyGﬂBeﬂoan:luﬂ ews Messenger on August
2, 1994,

Au 1, 1994, news refease by ULS.
of E.nglnau'sgu.’t\ﬂcklburg, Mississippi h:yntd Ay
pmied.wasoﬁdaﬂypmtommmuisemnomiuﬂy
infeasible.

has been e 2 yoars, hencfore, b say it i

ject , re, to itis
mhawtmEmt. yeas i

OZONE ALERT! The Teas Natural Resource
Conservation Commission tssued an advisory that weather
conditions—-temperatures above 90 and little wind--may
contribute to ozone levels which could exceed federal
mgulata%gdddinaoflzopms billion.

‘A ruling: Exceeding the 120 parts per biilion for
oty of catngen EPA reguistions. This level s
e ili t EPA tions.
been reached twice in the past two years.

ﬁmemmmnwuysmhdpmduccthemn'e'

tevels. According to Bill Godsey, chairman of Northeast
Texas Air Care, reduce electricity around your home, save
washing snd for later, push up thermostats on air
conditioners, delay fueling autos, mowing, don't
barbecue, dor't bum trash, don't don't let autos
idle at drive-in windows of banks and restaurants, and many

others,

If Tyler, Longview, and Marshall exceed these
levels on:unl:g;eﬁme,we,thepeopkoft}dsmwiﬂbcm
senous 1=

OUTSTANDING NATURAL RESOURCE
WATERS for Texay' five areas, including Caddo Lake, is
DEAD now. It could mise up and try and bite us again,

later.
A Chicken Processing Plant at om Ammo

plant? Why not? 1500 employees, 1200 at $6 1o $8
+ perhour.Abmwul:slaymtomfuhm,mdnﬂ
others from this area not south of the border, as

ously reported. These figures are straight talk from
n. Really.
‘That's enough. Now, please let's all strive to let
Caddo Lake have a good, long, rest for a long while.
Bob Speight

MEMBERSHIP CARDS ARE HERE
Memba‘l'ljﬁ.gcardl have been included for
many of you in newsletter. Usually they are

maﬂedmApﬁLhutthhyurthcmpwrmMg
low, 30 new ones were being made. ellgouhtow
how the best of intentions sometimes go. New cards,
with new ph of Caddo should be

ready for next - brut we got another st of the
three semtwch:s‘?tthemusing.”u?ddmx
will be used for the rest of this year. After this
mailing, everyone should have their amrent
membership card.
Happy Birthdsy to Bili Reevea last April
25th.].1.%g:veymmd a gift
for your birthday and you would
then. It took longer to get cards

BY GEORGE. ..

We're in “those lazy, crazy, hazy days of summer.”

The haze still looks like it used to before they started
itommmgwal:rpymmdwehnw
that was around the comer. Now, according v~

) stopped for
fsho 340 e rpais e (Up 0 $430). 1
3

years old, we're su| to do the n'iodct.hmg.
hmkiundbuylngh:vz;ar. hknd‘of’ti;mﬂ'bmuw&litmimt
“those lazy, cazy, days .

hgm'tg‘run‘mdomyd&gmdthet?uran
of their hind-end, or no telling how many feds be
cwarming.lt'smﬁhowtbeywulddﬂwaﬂthew
from W not see anything on the way. We
always knew that Caddo Lake was one of the world's mast
important places. e e s s

1 have had my exercise for the day. I sl

believe in that *Vitalis sixty second workout” R aiways
reminds me of Mr. Distrdct Attomney, and Miss

- Miller. Besides, it's a whole lot easier than those other

» - . L]
Along about the last third of July, we had rains.
Caddo Lake came up about two fect. Now the water level
isdnszng,butit'ssﬂllmulownhteAugustmally
gets. water is getﬂn%m IfaIl ciolor; though.,
| ]

Duck bag limits may be increased by one duck this
.’I'hcttutmdm:klthandtmhavebeminm’.
i , with their

year, could have provided
enough new arustocwlcthlt?’lheﬂmlly
take credit for it, after they a few hundred d
dollars for consultants to tell them there were fioods and

mm ] - » » L]

Awhile back, there was a very attractive you 7
here, and, as she started to leave, she came back, and
could have a couple of the CADDO LAKE
NEWS issues on the counter. 1 that was one of the
Detter issues and 1 was proud that she wanted to take some
with her.

It was raining, and as she left, that old woman
used those newsletters to hold over her to keep her
hair dry. Ptobtblyu:ﬂb.ook:for.hot.pldl.too.

, and all that ather good stuff
mmaddedmmmﬂuMGnyw i
Caddo did us
though.

the fall. It's always pretty, but fall .
leaves :mtchmghd\g‘.:the water has that black color,
weather is pleasant, the fish are biting, the boat roads never
end, and you can believe that you are the first person to
ever see it. You may be. Maybe no one else ever saw it just
like that.



THE NEWS & Comments
INTERNATIONAL PAPER COMPANY PLANT

International Paper Company is planning a huge new plant near Jefferson, Texas, to build oriented strand
board (OSB). That's a major boost in the Marion County Tax Rolls and brings in some high tech employees with
a few other workers. It's another place to sell pulpwood so it may help some of the locals. The folks at the Marion
County Chamber of Commerce tell us that the plant is super high-tech, will have no obnoxious odor, and won't pollute
the water with their discharge.

Rumor for awhile was that if Caddo Lake had been included in the Owtstanding Natwral Resource Waters
program, the plant could not have been built here. True or not, if this plant pollutes either the air or waler in or
near Caddo Lake, they can expect to get to know well the Greater Caddo Lake Association. While we believe we're
extremely likeable, we don't reaily think the Corps of Engineers ever enjoyed our close association.

CHICKEN PROCESSING PLANT

A CHICKEN PROCESSING PLANT FOR CADDO LAKE? FOR ECOTOURISM? Texas Agriculture
Commissioner RICK PERRY told the Longview Rotary Club (see LONGVIEW NEWS-JOURNAL, July 20, 1994,
article by Jerry Graham) that a company is considering locating a processing plant in the area, but, "1 can assure you
that when they find out there is a possibility they would have to get an EPA approval even to build a road or utilities
1o this plant, economic development is going to cease.”

He's talking about Tyson Chicken Processors building a plant on the Longhorn Army Ammunition Base
property, if the government would give them about 900 acres, the water processing plans, and the sewage Ireatment
plant. Wow. And for ECOTOURISM, TOO. When was the last time you spent a vacation going through a chicken
processing plam? Maybe they could have a work/fish vacation, where you could pluck chickens to pay for your room
and board, then be free to fish in Caddo Lake late in the afternoons.

CADDO LAKE DESERVES BETTER Both of these projects have the same excuse for being that the
Daingerfield Reach had: "Jobs, Jobs, Jobs!" Jobs are necessary, and every area needs more. It just seems that this
cry is one for immediate profit for some, without caring what happens to CADDO LAKE. When we really start
thinking about ECOTOURISM, Caddo Lake will create more jobs, better jobs, and more permanent jobs than
anything else, if we can keep from destroying it. CADDO LAKE becomes more valuable every time another lot is
paved, or another building is built. Here, everyone can see the world as it was meant to be. It's unique, and if we
fail 1o KEEP CADDO LAKE NATURAL, the world may never know what they missed, but we will. We will have
failed. We can't let that happen.

OUTESTANDING NATURAL RESOURCE WATERS

GCLAboardofdimctorsvotedsomeﬁmcagowmtmkemyacﬁononthe&nmndingNannl
Resource Waters application until some valid information was available to learn whether it was good or bad The
Texas Natural Resource Commission was expected to take about a year to prepare the apyplication. Governor Ann
Richards wanted it. There was no reason for an immediate decision by GCLA directors.

Now, Governor Ann Richards, Candidate for Govemor George Bush, the Hamison County Commissioners
Court, and lots of other politicos are opposed to it, and the application is dead.

GCLA was the first to oppose bringing in the federal government when masy wanted the Corps of Engineers
10 build and mainiain the Daingerfield Reach. We still smile at the actions of Port Caddo residents, who, when the
state decided they must be taxed and sent a tax collector, prompily killed him. They weren't taxed for a long time.
We are not long on government regulation. Yet, many of those now screaming for no government resirictions are
the same ones who wanted the government to build and operate the Daingerfield Reach. Did the facts change, or
have they just found a new way to get their hands in the treasury?

Most of us believe there are more then enough laws, now. If all of them were enforced, there would be way
100 many. At the same time, we believe that air or water pollution is already regulated, and if there are violations,
there are ways to stop them.

The GCLA board of directors is a long way from Congress or the Legislature, however. The vote was lo get
some accurate facts before a decision was made. You'll never see that on C-Span.

John Gordon, Channel 3 News, Shreveport, is doing an up-date on his story about leaking oil wells and
oil tanks in Caddo Lake. If you have any information about oil leaks, call Channel 3 and leave word.




CADDO LAKE NEWS

[ The Newsiotior of fhe Groator Cadde Lake Asecintions , 1994 |

IS CADDO LAKE NATURAL?

"XEEP CADDO LAKE NATURAL” is the motto of this organization, and we have worked years trying o keep
mﬁnmdnngingCaddohkcinmgomeﬂﬂnsitismt,suchasamvoir.Bm,isiuullymnml?l-!owm
it be natural with a dam on it? ' )

Caddo Lake was here before most historians. We can surmise how it came into being, but we know it existed
bemmofﬂneG:utRaﬁhtheRngivu.'ﬂwmﬁmnmmlogjunthatsmwhedomfonhmdmdmils,
or 90, ﬁmwmevmtmwmmwmdlhammdﬁemh&mdmmemm
oftheBigCymhsinmCaddohkewmkwl&mw,mammmmeymthm

The Great Raft made navigation to Shreveport and Jefferson possible several months cach year. Jefferson was
ﬂ:elargwtcityinTwm,forashmtﬁmc,mdsomeinShrevepoﬁwmtedmvignﬁonmmponﬂwRedeya.

mmmmmm1m.memmmmu.s.mmdmm
Mwmnwwﬁwmm:pmbgjmhﬂnmm.Rivuswercmemttomnﬁec.Thc
Corpofﬁagineusstutﬁedit,lwkeduigmﬂwdabomigmﬂ,applyhgaﬂmehmﬁs:,deddedhoughtmbe
removed. It was, and the water went away.

Shipping to Jcﬂ‘umnmdShwcpoﬂwuﬂu&ﬁh.Wheﬂuﬁemﬁmmwdmmpmﬁgaﬁmmkﬁmsom
10 cofrect naturc's mistake in the Red River, or because the Corps of Engineers needed the work, it was gone. You
mhmmmmmmmmmﬁwmmmdo.Lmingitalone,imts
natural state, was not one of their options.

Whmﬂnwﬂerleﬁ,mmhofﬂ:eoldhkebouomwasconvu‘wdmdrylmdeIawsuitsaboutvyho
ow@&mMMﬂMththmSmeigwmkqum
or trickling, but the place known as Caddo Lake was basically just another river.

hﬂ:cmlylms.ﬂ:cU.S.ArmyCmpsofEngimmxﬁedit,lookedatit,consaﬂtedabomitandapp" v
mmawmmmmmmwummmhﬁmmﬂmm
Mooringsport, Louisiana. The clevation at the top of the dam was at 168.0 fect above sca level, and again, Cissao
Lake existed. That noble effort by the Corps of Engincers happened at the same time that oil had been discovered in
gﬁmmmmmmMWmm&wawwfammumumm

That dam lasted onty until l%B,whmﬂrCapaofEngineussmdiedit,lookeduimeﬂtedabomit,md
spplying all their expertise, decided that the old, lukydamshouldbewplaced.mCmpsneededihework.md'a
wholcnewdnmwashﬂtjmtdowmhumfrunﬂnddom'I‘heelevationuﬂ:etopofthespﬂlwayonﬂmdmms
168.5 feet above sea level. That dam is still there.

Mmmmlmmwhﬂeﬁenﬁmsﬁﬂm,lmksmuinglyﬁhmcmmMpsshowit Yoy,
mwmmmalmhmmummmmummmmm
pobablymmwou!dkmwifﬁwywemmﬁilongm&drp.m .

Caddo Lake has floods, and sometime it has really big floods. The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers studied it,
Mﬂimﬂbﬂﬁaﬂ&ﬂ@yﬁgﬂﬂnﬁmﬁ&@ﬁeﬂﬂﬂ@mﬁgwmmhm
Or,mybethcymededﬂwwwkmwny,mthelm1950's,hkeo’ihePinmandoﬂhetsmb|ﬁlttoeonu'old\e
water. Caddo Lake has not rum free since. There have been some major floods, though.

Is Caddo Lake naturai? Probebly as close as it can be 1o its pre-Corps of Engineers em. The cypress trees are
hnhhymdmmmﬂcaﬂniaoldhemischmmnnmmmhmdwﬂﬁfcﬂom Best of all, it
hsﬂ:ehokmdfedofamalhh,mdyoumtulybeﬁmthnmmtheﬁmtpummsecit.'Youmsybe.

WiilCuddolakemyumﬂuitis?Ym,ulmguMGWCaddohkcAssoduﬁmmsmomsﬁﬂ.
Wmmm.hdammmbemniwd24feﬁmm:m-mqﬂywoﬁ;t.hcremayhnvc
Muhﬂlﬂwmﬁ&mdmmmwm;mﬂﬁﬂemhwbmamm
ﬁmhﬁomsmmwleﬁmmfmmwgemfﬁc.mmmmmmyﬂngwsmp. )

!stdohbpmdmw?No.Ndslmguﬁuempeqﬂeuﬂmmey.Mwmdwmbepojmm
Mwmmmwmwwwuwwmmaupmmus. Treasury.




The President's Message. . .

Hello, fall. I's 52° this moming, with heavy clouds.
We have had from 2" - 10.5" of rain last week on the
Caddo watershed. It was very much needed and we are
thankful for the water. '

Since 1968, the Army Corps of Engineers has been
studying the feasibility of navigation from Shreveport to
Daingerfield First, the New Orlcans District, and then
the Fort Worth District, and last but not least, the
Vicksburg District.

In their final "IN PROGRESS REVIEW
DOCUMENTATION" of the mussel survey, they state
on page 2, section 8, that Caddo Lake occupies
approximately 28,600 acres in southeast Marion County

We know a large portion of Caddo Lake is in
Harrison County, Texas.

There are eigt (8) IN PROGRESS
DOCUMENTS in 22 depositorics and many more
mailed out to interested partics.

Would you not think the Corps of Engineers, after
spending five and a half million dollars ($5,500,000.00)
could at least get Caddo Lake in the proper counties
and parishes in their final documentation?

1 discussed this with Marty Garton (Study Manager)
for the Vicksburg District of the Corps of Engineers.
run out of copies, he said, and could correct it in the

Bob Speight.

GAMBLING--FOR WATER

The Dallas Morning News, on October 11, 1994,
had an Associated Press article about Greenwood, La.,
and their income from gambling.

There are three truck stops with the maximum 50
video poker machines each in the city limits.
Greenwoods' share of the take for the past two years is
the sum of $921,600.00!
but they don't use the money for wages or any of the
town's recuITing exXpenses,

By state law, municipalities split 25 percent of the
revenues with parish district attorney's offices.

*Greenwood has put all its video poker money into
26-year-old water system and preparing to build a new
$3 million system in the spring, Plans call for a new
treatment plant, bigger water tank and water line
tapping into plentiful Caddo Lake.”

By George. ..

WALKER, TEXAS RANGER, visited Caddo Lake
mmﬂy.CfﬂJCl(NORRIS,eastmlicrewspentabom
a week filming Caddo Lake scenes. They were in the
Caddo Lake State Park, Camey Canal, Johnson's
Ranch, and on the lake. Of course, in the TV show it
will all be in Louisiana.

The CBS show is set for November 12, 1994, 2
Saturday. It’smuallyamehowshow,blnwed:ink
this one is a two-hour special. Watch it for the scenery.

Theyblewupaboatomhchke,bmﬂ:ctwobig
explnsivemwm‘lhu&Thcyhﬁhdmliutesof
Walker's campsite and a warchousc on sets in Dallas.
The explosions will be in Dallas.

Several local folks had parts in the show and that

. may be the highlight. Especially some of the dancers.
! " & & B &

There was a 1936 movie on TV today, and when it
rained in the movie, it mined here at the same time,
Wonder how they did that?

] [ ] - [ ] [ ]

We have had a lot of rain, lately. Emie Ethridge of
the Weather Bureau said we got an average 7.5 inches
over the entire basin, and he expected the lake level to
g0 to about 173.0 feet above sea level. That would have
been about a four-foot rise. Instead, we were so dry that
the ground took all that water, and we only gained
almost a foot of water. There was another hard rain
after that, but no rise. The ground should be wet, now!

L . ] » L ]

Everyone should have their membership cards by
now, or with this newsletter. If you don't, or you know
someone who doesn't and they're not getting their
newsletter, drop us a cand. There are times when this
computer does exactly what it's told instead of what I
meant for it to do.

» » * L ] *®

PBS had a show about Franklin Roosevelt last
week. It wasnt in the show, but I couldn't help
remembering that, in my carly childhood, the
government peid farmers and ranchers to clear the
cedar trees off their property. Now, I read that in about
thirty central Texas counmtics, the government is
threatening to severely punish anyone who damages a
cedar tree on their privately owned property. That's
not cedar trees on public property they're talking about.
That was about Pres. Rooseveit's 2nd term.

We bumed cedar for the heater and around the
wash pot and used it to start the fire in the kitchen
stove. Times are changing faster than J am.

George E. Williamson



CADDO LAKE MOVIES

WALKER, TEXAS RANGER. Gnmkbhﬁs.ClmmoeGilymﬂ,NobleWﬂlinghm,PegyMwm(@m),md
the 120 member cast and crew. This made for TV series is filmed in the Caddo Lake State Park, Car
Canal, Johnson's Ranch, and other nearby locations. Of course, in the show all that will be in Louisian:
supposed to be a two-hour special on CBS, Saturday, November 12, 1994. Watch it for the scenery. "~~~

DO OR DIE! An Andy & Arlene Sidaris movie, stammng Big Pines, Bonnie, Betty, and George, along with Erik
MMSWH,RMVWMWMWMMM&WM%MS.
World premier was in Shreveport. It's in Video Stores and on late-night movie channels.

MWWMWM&NMWSMMMMGMKMMSML
Roberta Vasquez, Big Pines, Bonnie, and beautiful Caddo Lake scenery.

THE FINAL CUT. Story of movie stunt men sofving child kidnapping case. Scenes from Caddo Lake and ail of
mwithwwmkxhﬁamckmdummdmtﬂm-ﬁgmammﬁhndingmammﬂa

BIG BAD JOHN. Jimmy Dean, Doug English, Ned Beatty, Jack Elam, Bo Hopkins, and crew, with lots of area
footage. The CADDO QUEEN at Big Pines was the movies' boat/bar in Louisiana swamps. Caddo Lake's
beauty is in much of film, along with area businesses and communities.

SOGGY BOTTOM, USA.BenJohnon,LoisNeﬁlethmkElam,MTaylm,mdaﬂnHollywoodsﬂrswcm
joined by local stars in this boot-lcgging and coon hunting story. A young Don Johnson invented (in the
movie) an air-boat, and later jumped a train crossing a railroad bridge with it.

SOUTHERN COMFORT. Powers Booth. A Louisiana National Guard troop goes into the swamps for a military
mmwm%mmtmmthmmmwkedﬂtﬁmmmﬁmmmm
to spray water (created a rain storm) on the actors just off the road. In the movie, it looks like they are. >~
off in the swamp.

THE LONG HOT SUMMER. Don Jobnson (Miami Vice). The remake of the original. Filmed in and around
Jonesville,

THE MAN WHO BROKE A THOUSAND CHAINS. Val Kilmer. Based on a truc story. Much of it was filmed
in area and has some Caddo Lake scenes.

GATOR BAIT, Bill Thurmond. Filmed in 1973 and shown in theaters.

BAYOU BOY, THE BOY FROM DEAD MAN'S BAYOU, THE SECRET OF THE POND, WEAKFOOT,
THE GHOST OF CYPRESS SWAMP, arc all Walt Disncy Studio movies, and will still be seen on the
Dimryﬁmnﬂwmimﬂy.ﬂmbwandanimﬂﬂoﬁwwiﬁloﬁof&ddohkcmmry. The Disney
Suxﬁmmyctnngememmofmehmviswiﬂ)ewhshowing,mifyoudommgniuthe scenery, you
may not know it's Caddo Lake until they get to the credits.

AGlasuonBoatGompanysalesﬁlmmsmadeonCaddoIakc,andwasalnke—oﬂ'ontheAFRlGWQ(EEN,
with Humphrey Bogart and Xatherine Hepburn look-a-likes. It won several awards. No public showings.

Thathawbemothu&BﬂIhmmondphyedboﬂamegoodguyandmemommomofﬂnm. Maybe some
ofyouknow(mdmtcllus)whanhetitlcofitis.
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"CATCH & RELEASE" GETS BOOST

Friendly advice, from the Texas Dcparl:ment of Health (TDH), is don't cat Caddo Lake bass over 18" or
freshwater drum. Samples indicate that mercury is in the edible tissue of those fish. If you do eat bass or drum,
children under six and women of childbearing age should limit consumption of largemouth bass under 14" to one meal
{8 ounces for women, 4 ounces for children) per month.

Mercury is 2 naturally occurring element that can cause harmful effects to the central nervous system, perticularly
in young children or infants exposed prenatally.

Recent concemn over mercury contamination of freshwater fish in the southeastern United States caused Texas
ofﬁclals to sample fish in a number of lakes in the eastern portion of Texas. The agencies collected and tested samples
from Caddo Lake, Dam B (Steinhagen Reservoir), Sam Rayburn Reservoir, Toledo Bend Reservoir, Taylor Bayou,
and Lake O' the Pines. TDH laboratory test results showed that largemouth bass and drum from Caddo Lake had
elevated levels of mercury. Fish sample test results from the other lakes to date are inconclusive. However, TDH and
other agencies, will coutinue their investigation in these and other East Texas waters to sec if other areas may have
contaminated fish and if additional advisories are warranted.

Dr. David R. Smith, Commissioner of Health, explained, "This is not a ban on fishing, or even a ban on eating
fish. It simply advises people of a potential health risk that can be avoided by reduced consumption.”

" The source of the mercury appears to be atmospheric deposition or natural runoff, however, TNRCC is continuing
sestigation of possible other sources. Texas and Louisiana health officials also are working to develop a common
approach to solving the problem.

TEXAS LAW prohibits keeping Cadde Lake bass between 14" and 18" in length, and the daily bag limitis 3. A bass 18%in
tength will usually waigh 3-3 1/2 pounds and be 4-5 yaars old. They're 100 big to eat {easier to clean, but not as tasty as small
bass and not in the same class with small catfish) but they are fun 1o catch. and they will grow larger if put back in the lake. Please

don‘l pet tham fike they do in some of the TV shows. Release them unharmed as scon as you can, and plan on catching them
record or a Texas record.

Mmﬂdm&mwuﬂm

MIKE RYAN, Fisheries Biologist. TPWD. will speak at the GCLA meeting on Saturday March 18. 2 PM. at Big Pines Lodge. Plan
to attend. He'll tell us about Caddo Lake, Florida bass, and anythi u want 1o know. Come and ask him.

BREAM TOURNAMENT CANCELLED! GCLA has called off the 1995 Bream Toumament This popular tournamant

has been a success for years. but we've reached the point where it is time for a break. i's a vast amount of work to
handle the tournament, and there comes a time when a vacation is needed.

THE CADDO LAKE INITIATIVE

Conservancy and promotion of the cultural and Advisor, ¢/o Steve Lightfoot, Editor, PO Drawer C,

patural attributes of Caddo Lake and the Cypress
Valley Watershed through the creation of projects for
environmental protection and sustainable development
are the goals of the Caddo Lake Initiative.

First presented in October of 1993 by Cong. Jim
Chapman and Andrew Sansom, Executive Director of
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept., the Caddo Lake
Initiative has resulted in a series of ongoing projects
combining state and federal representation with local

“lvement.

The Cypress Basin Advisor is a quarterly
néwsletter dedicated to sharing information among the
partners in Caddo Lake Initiative about current and

future projects within the Cypress Valley Watershed.
The publication is froc of charge. Write Cypress Basin

Jefferson, TX 75657,

The eight member Cypress Valley Alliance board
of directors met for the first time January 12 in
Tefferson, pledging to bring together a broad based and
representative group of citizens who can help provide
an overall vision of the future for the watershed. The
non-profit Alliance will act as liaison with various state,
federal, and private entities involved in projects relating
to the Caddo Lake Initiative.

Some of the projects are:

*Wastewater Servicess. The Bureau of
Reclamation will be concentrating much of its efforts
in 1995 toward investigating alternatives for supplying
wastewater services in the immediate vicinity of the
Caddo Lakc arca, including Kamack, (go © page 3



THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. ..

We began 1995 with a lot of new faces and new ideas
on how 1o soive all problems. That's great. Now, it's time for
action. We shall see.

Wea have had a very mild winter on Cadde. Very ittle
cold, lots of rain but very iittle flooding. A year ago this day
(Feb. 10th) the whole ArkLaTex area was crippled with rain,
sleet, ice, and some snow. Downed timber and power fines
kept thousands out of slectricity for days and some for
weeks or more.

Saturday (Feb. 11th} the weather servica is predicting
soms of the same. We really hope they make a mistake,
{They did.)

Due to the warm westher, the trees are budding,
bioaming, and some are leafing out.

Caddo Lake is making a lot of news, locally. We have a
number of groups organized that have the “cure a* for
Caddo‘spmblems.lwlllnotnameﬂmforfuroflaavhg

out,

These groups are spinoffs from the U.S. Corps of
Engineers, Fort Worth, U.S. Bureau of Reciamation, Texas
Parks and Widife Department, Congressman Jim
Chapmen, TCONR, and others. Hopefully, in our Aprit
Newsietter we can fill averyone In on the progress of these
organizations or committees.

Bob Speight

Louisiana GCLA News from THE CADDO CITIZEN

Assoclation makes top 10

The Louisiana Greater Caddo Lake Association
recently was informed they were selected in the top 10
grant applications for the National Association of
Neighborhoods sponsaored by the Shell Ol Company.

Although the association did not receive the $5,000
grant, by finishing in the top 10, they are eligible to apply
for future grants, according to Marie Hayes, association

The grant was sought to help support the annuat “Get
Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs” event put on by the
assqociation, along with many other organizations and
individuals from the North Caddo community.

BY GEORGE...

The fish testad by the health department had nc other
poliutants, such as pesticides or fertiilzers, in their tissues,
we've heard. Larger, cider fish are more kkely to show
evidence of poliutants, and systems like Caddo Lake have

TPWOD, Wil expiain that at our next meeting, Saturday, 2PM,
March 18, 1995, at Big Pines Lodge. Come to the meeting.

With all the activity by the govt around Caddo Lake,
many of us are beginning to feel like a big crapple in early
spring. The weather is pretly, the brush pile is great, the
wader is perfect, the minnows are delicious, but we just can't
tel which one the hook is in.

We heard on the radio a few days ago about samy
training where a tank crew marched in a cluster and shouted
"CLANK, CLANK, WE'RE A TANK". The ammy had no furds
to buy fuel for their tank. Yet, the Caddo initiative has been
funded, and whether noble or not, we're sending truck loads
of money to Mexico. Al of It Is money we don't have. Why do
I have such a hard time understanding all this?

WARNING! Ray Sasser, writing in the Dallas Moming
News of Feb. 5, 1095, says that beginning May 1, ALL
BOATERS MUST HAVE A WEARABLE PERSONAL
FLOTATION DEVICE (PFD). Cushions don't count for that.
Boaters are not required to wear them (uniess under the age
of 13) but there must be one for each person in the boat.
Sasser aiso quoted Carlos Vaca, TPWD, saying, "It's ilegal
in Texas to operate 8 personai watercraft (jet ski) between
sunset and sunrise, and It must be equipped with a kil
switch that's attached to the operator. It's ilegal for a jet ski
to come closer than 50 feet to ancther vassal.”

The news relsase from the Health Dept. refers to
“freshwater anm” in Caddo Lake. They probably call the
channel catfish that we eat "seafood".

L] * L ] & *

The water level got to 172.8 (feet above sea level) on

December 21st. Fiood level is 172.5. Its normal, now.

TPWD JOINS FORCES WITH UT-
ARLINGTON TO CREATE MASTER PLAN

FOR CADDO LAKE SP/WMA

Incorporating environmental awareness in long range
master planning for Caddo Lake State Park and Widiite
Management Area will be the focus of a newly created
partnership betvuon the Texas Parks and Widife
Depariment {TPWD) and landscape architecture experts
from the University of Texas at Arington {(UTA). The joint
sffort is being funded through the Caddo Lake Initiative by
the Bureau of Reclamation.

"As the state agency entrusted with stewardship of our
natural resources and as good neighbors, we must be
sensitive to the environmental impacts we may have at
Caddo Lake both in our day-to-day operations and over the
long term,” said Karen Leskis, Caddo Lake coordinator for
TPWD. "That's why we've contracted with Dr. Pat Taylor at
UTA to assist in this effort”

Taylor is an associate professor of Landscape

Architecture and Director of the Landscape Architecture
program at UTA, He is a registerad iandscape architect and
has extensive knowledge of land use and
resource planning. He is 8 formers landscape consultant to
the LB Ranch in Central Texas and is co-aditor of the book,
New Challenges in Recreation and Tourism Planning.

Working with Taylor from UT-Arlington will be professor
J. Randie Harwood and graduate research assistant Lance
Dickinson. Also, on the planning tsam will be environmental
interprater Val Sitvy from College Station,

The project is scheduled to begin this month with the
master plan to be completed by April of this year. The
master pian wil focus on nature-based tourism and will
reflect the historic conditions and requirements of the Chvilian

* Consarvation Corps (CCC) buiit facility for the future.

"We will be ulilizing the university's expertise in
biological sciences, landscape architecture and resource
management and interpretation to enhance exsting public
use faciiites at the park," explained Leshe. "Wa envision an
increase in dernand for these facilities in the future and want
to ensure we can meet thase needs. We'll also be looking at
opportunities for new facitittes on the recently acquired
7,000-acre witdiife management area.”



(L. A INITIATIVE from pags 1)
Uncertain, Pine Island and other existing housing and
in Harrison County.
*Boat Ramp Construction. Construction of boat
ramps and perking facilities for Caddo Lake.
*Navigation Markers. Explore means to restore
and upgrade boat road markers. (Go to page 3)
*Wetland Restoration. Assist interested private
*Environmental Education Center. Dedicated to
interpretation of the wmique resources of Caddo Lake,
*Public Qutreach. A strong effort to inform and
educate the community.
*Beaver Impact. Assess impacts of beavers and
identify a long range control strategy.
» *Port of Jefferson. The Corps of Engineers will
continue its assessment of this historic area, including
possible restoration efforts.

NOT ALL AGREE

"I'm from the GOVERNMENT, and I'm here
to HELP You!" That sends chills up the spines of
most people, and the Caddo Initiative is no exception.
Tr  'have been full page ads and letters to the editors
is the Marshall and Jefferson newspapers from
somwho view the initiative with alarm,

Typical is this letter from Marshall Realtor Fuzzy
Harmon, printed in the Marshall News Messenger on
Feb. 16, 1995. Study it carefully.

We'll lose control of our property.

Landowners in 11 East Texas Counties face an
unknown future with the Caddo lake Wetlands
Initiative that affects the entire Cypress Bayou
Watershed. This watershed drzins into Caddo Lake
and contains an cstimated 4000 square miles or
2,560,000 acres of privately owned land.

This initiative is being promoted by Congressman
Jim Chapman, Andrew Sansom of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department, the Bureau of Reclamation,
the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers, the National
Biological Survey, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
the Cypress Valley Alliance, and various environmental
groups

the following East Texas Counties: All of Marion; al
of Camp; the northern half of Harrison; the
northeastemn one-sixth of Gregg; the northern three-
fourths of Upshur; the northeastern one-tenth of
Wood; the southeastern one-twentieth of Hopkins; the
south one-third of Franklin; the south one-half of
T the south three-fourths of Morris; and the
s, estem three-fourths of Cass. All of the arcas in
the above counties drain imto cither the Little Cypress
Bayou; the Big Cypress Bayou; the Black Cypress
Bayou; James Bayou, Frazier Creek; or directly into
Caddo Lake jtsclf.

The area to be affected by this initiative involves

The Bureau of Reclamation work in the Caddo
Lake arca and the Cypress Bayou Watershed is
detajled in its Jan. 18, 1995 Proposed Scope of Work
for 1995. It identifies 21 separate objectives. The
majority pertain to ecotourism of Caddo Lake and
Jefferson only, with only a small portion being directed
to the vast area of the ming 4000 square miles of
watershed. 1 object to the activities planned for the
entirc watershed involved in monitoring and
conducting a basin-wide ccological investigation of
approximately 4000 square miles for the identification
of plants, animals, and plant commumities of special
concem I feel that species are going 10 be
found and the over regulation that these government
agencies are known for will result in land use
restrictions for landowners that wilt be crippling to
them and our East Texas economy.

The activities of this project outside the immediate
area of Jefferson and Caddo Lake are restricted to
investigation, compiling information and monitoring,.
This project is being sold by the "Alliance* (group of
citizens from Caddo Pansh, Marion County, and
Harrison County) to the public for the benefits of
tourism at Jefferson and Caddo Lake, without the
disclosure of the basin wide ecological investigation
that will involve government agencies, biologists,
scientists, environmentalists, etc., performing an
investigation on privately owned land within the
watershed.

The members of the "Alliance”™ are quick to point
out that this mitiative has no regulatory powers. They
speak the truth on this point. They seem to leave out
the point that state and federal regulations can be
enforced upon the public, landowners, taxpayers in the
watcrshed by state and federal agencies afier the
investigation is over with. It is my opinion that once the
a long parade of regulatory agencies and new rules. I
will point out that the State of North Carolina has
recently enacted regulations that require livestock
producers to install a fence 15 feet each side of a
running stream to keep livestock from going to the
bathroom in the water. How easily it must seem to
government burcaucrats for farmers and ranchers to
comply with such regulations.

It does not matier if you have a deed to your
property stating that you own it, if you have no control
of your property, you do not own it.

you own a residence . . .or 1000 acres of
rural land within the watershed, the Caddo Lake
Wetlands initiative can affect you, and I encourage
cveryone to become informed of the issues of this
controversial project.

Please join me if you see things m the same view as
I do in demanding that Congressman Chapman
abandon this ill-fated cause. Landowners have formed
an association called the "Cypress Valley Property
Rights Association.” Please join us.

[
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$5CADDO LAKE NEWS

The Newslettor of the Groater Caddo Laks Toc. CADDO LAXE NATURAL June/July,

COUGARS, BEARS, MONSTERS, & STUFF

CADDO COUGARS—Sounds good, doesn't it? Like a team you couid support? But, these are the real ones.
Cougars, Moundnin Lions, Panthers, Black Panthers, "Painters”, or whatever you call them, are here. They have been
seen. They are being seen. Not often, usually a flecting glsnce at night, but seen. Jobn Gordon did a news story a
couple of weeks ago on Shreveport's TV Channel 3 sbout the congars near Uncertain. The Marshall News
Messenger had an article, written by David Weaver, on Sunday, June 11, 1995, sbout the kocal cougars and bears.
Mmﬂdhamﬂ&gmadﬂthDﬁmhmmmmbymuﬁdemFm
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, was quoted as saying, “There is a possibility that it was a cougar. It is
mﬂyhﬂbmﬂmﬁnemmdaﬁﬁbimlmﬁﬁngswmmdnbgmachﬁnbmitismnsy
prey. The cuts were a little too clean to be a coyote.” : .

' Kthﬂnhwﬂmbmy,WbiguBmMmeﬁw.Idm't:hinkpeoplcahouldfeelmyglmdwcﬂ
MﬁsM(wﬂﬁdmyhbmﬁdhmuﬂshymﬁmﬂm’WhﬂeMmyheﬂmmtof
umwmmmmmwﬂnmmmmﬂy&m&mm
wmgmw&wmwmmmwawmmmmmxmmmmm

The Marshall News Messenger also reported bear scratches on a tree, and there have been rumors of sightings
of bears. The bears are generally believed to be from the stocking of biack bears in Arkansas or browa bears in
Louisiana. Neither of them know anything about state lines but they do know sbout food and comfort, and they'l} go
where if's comfortable. Remember the old SPIKE JONES kine about "the polar bear sieeps in his littie bear skin, he
sleeps very well, I'm told. The other night I slept in my little bare skin, and I canght a heck of a cold.”

The real CADDO LAKE MONSTER from the BIGFOOT family has not beea reported as being seen, lately.
Bmmﬁhlmnedlmgmwmmmﬁﬂoﬁmifymdnﬁmﬂmmm,ifymdo.youdm't
mnmmlm&.,mmmmmauwvmmﬁmmchm
official letter to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department informing them of a report e had received of a fire-
breathing monster that cooked and ate 3 bridge that had dissppeared from Caddo Lake, 30 at least the Texas Gov't
has information about 8 Caddo Lake Monster. Most peapic now-a-dsys doubt the existence of a BIGFOOT family
hhmd%&%mpﬂbmmwm&moﬂnmm&h
hﬁgﬁmdﬁcnmhinﬁemdbusa@ﬁephﬂ&uybodyhomtbﬂmdogmﬂ@jmtmm.
mdbeamcmcknepwmhgupnﬁnhgkmmfdahmmﬁgfaot%mhb}ymdmgwmpwph,

mynmammm&mmw&mmamnnmﬁo‘a\
awdhﬁmb&gmmﬁe@mvmmmhwmhm:WMoﬁﬁs
Imw&m“hmwmnmmﬂMngmmm

bbmpummﬂmmbﬁd&emofﬂmauﬁnnahhmgbmbdhwﬁesbckddqc&ommd

times, hinder their growth and reproduction. There are too many of them to be an endangered species. e
Aﬂﬁcpﬁhﬁmﬁmhﬁﬁmwﬂpohﬂymbewbylm,bm.ﬂm«awmbm

ifymue.YOUL{USTmlFTHBANlMALISONTHBENDANGEREDSPECIESLIST.Ifitu,ﬂnGov‘t

requires you to just relax and be the best meal you can be. One man, in ancther state, was attacked by  grizzly bear -

mmmmwmwmmummus Gov' is trying to send him to the penitentiary.
Mbdkv&mdhmehmbmﬂnbmmﬁrmimpu&ﬂbﬂ:ahﬂuof&wﬁh?ﬂnmm
Weﬂbctﬂntgizzlydidn‘tmmyﬂﬁ_n&mﬁemﬁﬁm:hadid, Wait till realize that!

j:m-ﬂn._-mm_m i,




FROM THE PRESIDENT ...

June has been very bot and dry for us on Caddo.
We have heard lots of good fishing reports—bream,
crappie, catfish, and bess—from fishermen We
received one and a half inches of rain on Jume 10th
and 11th, and we needed it on gardens and lawns as
well as the lake I wonder if the heat has caused so
many projects to slow down on Caddo. If so, we are
proud for Caddo.

During the last tnmderstorm on Caddo, there were
lots of trees blown down The Cypress Valiey
Navigation District plans to get onto them as soon as
possibie.
fishermen, plcasure boaters, and tour guides on the
lafe. - '

—Bob Speight

Louisiana GCLA's new officers are GEORGE
SPRQULL, Pmsndmt, Wayne Hayes, Sr., Vice-

m ip drive and you will join.

Dimmmpayw.CaHGeorg:u(BIS) 996-7112
or Wavpe and Marje at (318) 995-6963.

LETTERS
Cypress Valley Alliance?
Arwr reading your AprilMay newsletter, I could

not agree with you more.

Iwuﬁ:strmwntalinfmmingﬂ:chquaﬂey

Property Rights Assn, and was elected president of
of private property rights: however, without exception,
we hold a strong desire to keep Caddo Lake natural,
and 1o leave it alonc. We also have & big probiem with
the introsion of every regulatory agency imaginable
coming

property rights “watchdog®, I know
little more about it than you do. I have attended two
mectings. This project is supposed to be under local
control. Every project I have seen is aiready
when the CVA bears about it I have
suggested 10 the presidemt of the CVA that the
meetings need to be public, and published in area
newspapers. As of now, they have chosen not to do
this. They have opened the CVA up to membership.
Most folks have a problem paying daes to belong to a
taxpayer-funded organization. .

As you stated in your newsletter, this project was
sup~ ~d to produce jobs and protect Caddo Lake. 1
set mg so far to produce jobs, and mather than

prot.. addo Lake, I see a good chance of restricting -
It ) ;

If you desire, I will notify you of any future

’'BY GEORGE...

Hooray, hooray, hooray. It's me 13, 1997, and
they just announced on TV that THE FIRST TWO

BARGES FROM NEW ORLEANS HAVE
ARRIVED IN SHREVEPORT. Each one has 1500
tons of fertilizer. Probably left over from the
Daingmﬁclanchpmjegti:nVichbmg COE

. W =

The article on the next page does not mean that
myonemtalhngnbommmpagmn,blnmththe

All more proof that people trying to cofrect nature
usually end up doing more harn than good The
problem is, the harm can't be undone. Mess it up, and
it's messed up, however good their intentions were.

George Williamson

mectings or activitics of the CVA. I encourage you to
attend and voice your concerns. Although our property
rights group was successful in getting one study
terminated, there is still much canse for concern.

Once again, I see very little benefit for the lake in
this project The few studies that they are doing are
repeats of the Ditch study. They spent millions on it,
and see where it got us.

Perhaps the best solution to this project is to
rename it "The Downtown Jefferson Initiative”™. They
stand to reap the only possibie benefit, probably at a
high cost to the rest of us.

David McKnight
Jefferson, Texas
BEAVERS & CORMORANTS

1 sure enjoyed the article by Bob Keeland, PhD. 1
hope to see more of his articles on Caddo Lake
rescarch. I am particularly interested in Beaver and
Cmam(mmhy)mLIbeﬁm&eyma
detriment to Caddo Lake. Cormarants eat tons of smail
fish, and beavers and nutrias are cutting millions of
cypress scedlings & girding many older trees, Onion
Island near Kool Point Marina just west of Oil City is
almost bare of trees. All the gum trees have been
girded. They girded a pine tree in my neighbor's yard.

Marie Hayes Sec., La. GCLA
PS: Come, bring the kids (1 to 17 years old) to Earl
G.Willimmml*utjmtmuﬂ:ofOilCitymSmmhy,
June 24, 1995, for "GET HOOKED ON FISHING,
NOT DRUGS". We are planning to have 250 kids, 8
am. to 12 noon. Prizes, prizes, prizes, fun and linch,
FREE! For the kids, but adults will pay & $1 for their
hmch  Everybody wins. All kids must be i
by an adult La. Fish & Wildlife will be there, as well
as several other organizations and programs. It is a
vuypomﬁvepogrmWehopeﬁqseeyouﬁme.

Marie Hayes



BIOLOGY OF MACROPHYTES. Ovwerabundanm moted
and fioating plants are a major nuisance 1o lake and reservoir
users. In exireme casas, particularly in ponds and in shaliow,
vwarm. walHightad laikes and waisrways of the southem

Unitad States. weads (somatimes called Macrophytes) can
mmmmmmmm

organic madiar 1o the water column, perhaps stimulating algal
bbonuanduh&agdbdvdmmmmm

Muuphyusmgmygtmp-dlnndmalhd
emergents (representad by alligatorweed and catails).
floxting-leaved (water hyacinth and water lilies). and
submergents (hydrilla and pondweeds). plus the mats of
fiiamentous aigae that develop in weed beds. Understanding
tha factors that conzol weed growth is the first step in
contralling weeds. :

Macrophytes reproducs both by producing flowers and
seads and by assscsal propagation from fragmaersnts and shoots
wdending from roots. Growth raes of macrophytes,
especially sxotic species like water hyacinth, hydrilla, and
milfoil. can ba very high. .

Submargent plants will grow profusely only whems
underwater illumination is sufficent Steep-sided lakes
thareiore support a much smailer development of common
nuisance weeds bacause mont of the sediments are 1o dark
or 100 deep. Similarly. turbid iakes and reservoirs are enlikaly
to have dense beds of submerged plants. Thus, high silt
incomes 1o & fake can creats a favorable weed habitat as the
lake fills in. unless the sitt loading also creaes severs
turbidity, Significant eductions in algal biooma can aiso
shhance light penetration and allow weads 10 grow better.

Since most macrophytes obtain their nutrients via roots,
they cun therwfore be abundant in iakes in which nutrient
concantration of the water column has besn reduced through
diversion. Yhen the sediments are sither highly organic or
imorganic (sand], macrophyis growth may be poor because
it is more difficult for rools ©©0 obtain nutrients in these
sediment types. in thess two ®xdremaes, emergent plans may
replace submergents becauss their more wdensive oot
systems are better adapied 10 these conditions.

Taas, Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia, and espedially the
syb-tropical snvironment of Florida have izkes, reservoirs,
ponds, waterways, and streams that are infested with exotic
plants such as hydrilla, water hyacinth, and ailigaorweed—-.
planis that are severs sconomic and recreational nuisances.
In Florida, plants grow throughout most of the year, ofen at
incradible rates, 30 dense amounts of plants will be found.
Aguatic plant managemant in thess ecosystems often
requires methods that might sesm sdreme in northem

No native animals have baen found that graze on
macrophytas at rates sufficient 10 control them. Biclogical
controls., therefore, are confined 10 exotic animais.

For years macrophylas have been managed through
cutting or herbicides. The development of alemaiive
pocadures 1B produce jong-srm control has lagged far
behind. in part bacause we have, until recently, understood
very litle about macroptwie physiology and the environmental
facors that commol thelr growi. The foliowing paragrapns

L

WEEDS (Macrophytes)

bxiefly describa the pracedures known 1o produce long-term
control. Since shork-mmm management mchniques are likely
o continye 10 be used, for example In southem waters or
during implementation of a longer-tem treatment. thess are
desacribed in a separste saction,

GRASS CARP (Clsnopharyngodon idella Val): Grass
carp are an exntic fish (imporied originally from Malaysia 10
the United Staims in 1962} known to be voracious cansumers
of macrophyies. They have very high growth rales (about 6
pounds per year at the maximum rase.) This combination of
broad dist and high growth rate can produce control, or mome
likaly. sradicaie the plants within several seasons.

Grass Carp no not consume aquatic plant species
equaily readily. Generally, they avoid alligaiorwesd. water
hyacinth. caitails. spatterdock, and waser itly. The fish prefer
plant species that include slodes. pondweads, and hydrilla.
Low stocking densities can produce selective grazing on the
preferrad plant species while other less predered species,
including miliodl. may even increase. Oversiocking, on the
other hand, will eliminate the weeds.

EFFECTIVENESS. Grass Camp are usad in several
stains (or eample, Florida, Teces, Arkansas), alithough they
remain banned for public and private use in many others.
They ame undergoing a thorough evaiuation throughout the
United Staies, aspecially the stwrile triploid varisty. Most
studies have found that the fish are exsptionally effective in
raducing of eliminating nuisance vegetation, although there
. Martyn etal. (1985) described the introduction of dipioid
{able 1o reproduce) grass carp into Lake Conroe, Texas, a
wetr supply impoundment for Houston. Submersed weeds
occupied about 44 percent of the 20,000 acres at maximum
infastation. Most plants were hydrilla, although milfoll and
coontall wers also abundant. Between Septembaer, 1981 and
Seplember 1982, Z70,000 grass carp, 8 inchas or longer,
were introduced. By Ociober 1683, all submersed plants
ware gone. Associxied with this emadication was an incresse
in planikonic algas. a decrease in tansparency, and an
increase in open-waler fish species associsted with plankion,
Fish associated with weed bads declined.

POTENTIAL NEGATIVE IMPACTS. Grass carp can
produce a major change in the structure of a lake. Whan
thase fish are oversiocked, emdication of aquatic plants is
aimost certain, and, as a mesult. increases in nutrient
concantrations, blue-green aigal tlooms, wrbidity. and also
changes in fish communities. The long-rm consequencas
of aquatic plant sradication are poorly undersiood, hovwever,

The introduction of grass carp into yxirologically open
wmh“hmm“mm

sringent and ware once belleved to be an adequata barier
0 their multiplication in North American wasers, grass carp
have apparently reproduced in the United Statas. More
mcadtly, siarile tiploid grass carp have been developed and
are the only type of grass carp parmited in many stxies.
Whila their repraduction is not posaible, their sscape in large
numbers from a hydrologically open system can pose a
significant threat ©© a downstream habitxt where squatic
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TI—IE PORT OF JEFFERSON"

THE PORT OF JEFFERSON, TEXAS, (IF
built by the Corps of Engineers) should be connected
to CADDO LAKE. It is part of the CYPRESS
VALLEY ALLIANCE and the CADDO LAKE
INTTIATIVE. The Corps of Engineer's plan totall
misses the as us%. T% could acoomphsﬁ

ut as much as they p with a statue and a
"HYSTERICAL MARKER" sign. The port needs:

BOAT DOCKS. A safe place to park and leave
your boat when you come to Jefferson from Caddo
Lake. Sufficient and clean REST ROOMS are a must!
Sales of gasoline and oil for boats in the water is a
necessity. Many boats can't travel from Caddo Lake to
Jefferson and back without refueling.

Parking places should be provided for the number
of boats that could be expected on a holiday week-end.

BOAT LAUNCHING RAMPS. Ramps must be
provided for those wishing to launch their boat in
Jefferson and travel downstream to Caddo Lake. Safe
and ample parking for vehicles and trailers, and trash
disposal are necessities.

WARNING SIGNS. Post signs at the boat docks
and boat ramps informing boaters of the laws on Big
Cypress Bayou and Caddo Lake, and especially the
no-wake zone alongside the Caddo Lake State Park.
Nothing spoils a vacation any faster than what the
public perceives to be umjust, petty tickets from game
wardens. Complaints from ticketed boaters have been
higher than usual this summer. The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Departinent should conduct training in violator
approach for their enforcement personnel, and insist
that the procedures be followed. Other departments
teach excellent courses in violator approach and have
improved their public relations significantly.

Unprofessional conduct here can nuin good feclings
about bass over sixteen pounds and courteous state
park operations.

IT WOULD BE NICE TO INCLUDE:

A BANDSTAND. For band concerts, compiete
with comfortable seating for guests. A luxury of
country living is a band concert in the park by the
river,

CONCESSION STANDS. Boaters could get
refreshments before they start their trip back to Caddo
Lake, or for band concerts, speakers, ctc.

WORKSHOFS. A place to hold short seminars,
training courses, or informal instruction in any subject.

PAVILION. A place to hold family reunions,
company pichics, meetings, discussions, guest
speakers, etc. It should be designed for two or three
hundred people with adequate seating, rest rooms, and
arranged so that it could be catered. There are few
places for these groups in the immediate area.

SAFETY & SECURITY. Public parks serve
public functions, both in daylight and darkness. The
users of the park must be kept safe, their property must
be protected, and illegal drug sales or other crimes
cannot be permitted. Afier the day is done, however,
thepukmustnotbesurrcndemdtocnmmalsfor
whatever activity they have in mind. This is a
significant expense, but a necessary one.

A FERRY BOAT from Jefferson to
Mooringsport and Qil City, Louisiana, with stops at
perks, motels, restaurants, bed and breakfasts houses,
towns, or where passengers are, would be fun.

FEW OF THESE were included in the Corps of
Engineers’ original plans for the Port of Jefferson. The
Port of Jefferson is on Big Cypress Bayou. Big
Cypress Bayou goes into Caddo Lake. It's all a result of
the Caddo Lake Initiative. It involves an eleven county
area. The port must be more than a Jefferson park.

THE CORPS' DRAWINGS of their plans

were great. It was their plan that had little research.

MEMO TO: TEXAS PW&D

SUBJECT: CADDO LAKE WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA.

LEAVE IT ALONE!

The best way to help KEEP CADDO LAKE
NATURAL is to keep the land around it
natural, too. That doesn't cost anything, and
it's better for the lake than the expensive ideas.



CORPS OF ENGINEERS
\ A
THE WORLD

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers v. Texas,
Oklahoma, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and by
that action, the rest of the world. They call it the "RED
RIVER CHLORIDE PROJECT". It was first
authorized in 1966, begun in 1977, and calls for
facilitics at 10 sites in the Red River drainage basin,
Those facilities are intended to allow the Corps to
spend $264 million in an attempt to control chlorides
in the water by treatment, diversion and/or storage.
That means take the salt out of the Red River.

Official opposition to their plan comes from Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, Oklahoma
of Wildlife Conservation, and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service. Ross Adkins, public information officer for
the Corps' Tulsa District, said, "They showed us
nothing that we felt should stop the project. We're
proceeding with real estate acquisition and
engincering work. We expect completion of the
project within seven years."

Ray Sasser, Outdoors Editor for the DALLAS
MORNING NEWS, in an article on May 18, 1995, told
of this Corps project and the opposition to it. He
pointed out that 25 percent of Oklahoma's 15,000 acre
Sandy Sanders Wildlife Management Area near
Beckham would be taken by the Corps for a brine
storage facility.

One unintended result of this project may be the
destruction of Lake Texoma's $25 million-per-year
striped bass fishery. Texoma has a reputation as the
nation’s top striper lake. The Oklahoma Departinent of
Wildlife Conservation has also expressed concerns
about the overall environmental impact of changing
water flows and water quality in the Red River and its
tributarics.

Written comments should be directed to Tulsa
District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Environmental Analysis and Support Branch, P.O.
Box 61, Tulsa, OK 74121-0061.

BEAVER PROJECT

A group of beaver-trappers are to begin a
campaign to decrease the beaver population on Caddo
Lake. They'll trap the beavers in kind-hearted traps and
move them to cause problems somewher ‘se.
Beavers are a Caddo Lake nuisance, and a rt ly
late one. We don't know if they have had anythmg to
do with the increase in alligators. Maybe all we eed is
some more alligators moved here.

HOW CAN CONGRESS SEND THE
CORPS OF ENGINEERS INTO TWO
STATES TO CHANGE NATURE OVER
THE OBJECTIONS OF BOTH STATES
AND THE US. FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE? Is this just another key to unlock a
$264 million door to the U. S. Treasury?

LONGHORN ARMY AMMUNITION
PLANT IS GONE

The Longhomn Army Ammumition plant at Kamack
is closing. The army has gone. Studics are underway to
find new tenants for the site.

The largest hardwood bottomland stand in East
Texas is located there. TEXAS MONTHLY magazine
did an article about it several years ago, and GCLA
sent that article, along with a resolution commending

the army for protecting the area, to Congressiman Sam
B. Hall. He recognized them in Congress, and sent a
letter of commendation to the base commander.

Hopefully, any new tenant there will be one who
understands that some things must not be destroyed {or
traded away for a short term profit) and that includes
the hardwood bottomiand and Caddo Lake.

SCARY RUMOR: That some who
are bound and determined to build the
Little Cypress Reservoir are lic’
their chops while scheming to gr=w
Longhorn's hardwood bottomland,
use it to mitigate the loss of the
hardwood bottomland in the Little
Cypress Reservoir ares, and
overcome their next to last major
hurdie to building the reserveir.
Their last major hurdle is us.
We're the people who vote and fight to
Keep Caddo Lake Natural. Dam-
building was a fifty-years-ago pork
barrel project and one of the original
keys to the U. S. Treasury. Several
multi-millionaires, and political power
bases, have been created by it. Two
generations later, it would scem that
we'd know better. Apparently the key
still uniocks the treasury door.




The President's Message . . .

Remember when? A few years ago Pork Banrel
Jim Chapman and the Corps of Engincers wanted to
build a ditch through Caddo Lake. The C.O.E. and the
University of Iowa said this project would create
40,000 jobs for the East Texas area. Jim Chapman
climbed aboard this wagon After spending $5-6
million on this study, the C.O.E. said this project
would not be feasible,

Jim Chapman jumped off this wagon and we
hoped Caddo Lake would get some needed rest.
Wrong. Jim Chapman and Andy Sansom staried the
Caddo Lake Initiative in October 0of 93 to improve all
of Caddo Lake forever.

In April of 94, Pork Barrel Jim held a news
conference at Caddo Lake State Park boat ramp, after
helicopter and boat tours of Caddo. Chapman and
aides brought the Bureau of Reclamation, Andy
Sansom, and others of the Texas Parks and Wildlife,
Fort Worth District of the Corps of Engineers, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife, National Biological Services, and the
E.P.A_ Then Pork Barrel Jim announced his proposal
of $2.5 million for the Burcau of Reclamation to study
the beaver and sewage problems on Caddo Lake, plus
several million dollars for the Corps of Engineers to
study the Port of Jefferson and the clearing of Big
Cypress Bayou to the Lake of the Pines dam.

: In January 95, Jim Chapman formed the Cypress

Valley Alliance board with 8 directors appointed by
Jim. According to a local newspaper, Chapman Aide
Bill Brannon said this project was about JOBS.

Now, July ‘95, the Burcau of Reclamation said
lands around and near Caddo Lake will not stand
percolation tests for septic tanks. They had to get their
help from Montana to reach this conclusion.

This doecs not agrec with the Texas Health
Department's findings. All pew septic systems near
Caddo Lake in Harrison County must have a permit
from the County Health Officer. They perform a
percolation test before approving the system.

Bob Speight

This is NOT their money!

By George . . .

It took most of the summer, but the water in Big
Cypress Bayou is beginning to get its clear "black”
look. Schools of shad are moving in the late evenings,
and the fish are biting (at least carly and late in the
day). It has been too hot to fish during most of the
summer days. The water fevel is low, but we have all
seen it lower. Summer is not over even if the Cowboys
are playing (or attcmgting.to p}ay).football.

As hot as it has been, that mercury found in our
bass should have risen to the top by now. Did it?
- | ] » L] »

A neighbor told us of watching her grand-kids
swimming in the bayou and secing an alligator on the
other side of the lily pads watching them, too.

Remember, if an alligator eats a kid, everybody will
talk about how awful it is, but if you save the kid by

+ killing the alligator you are very likely to be prosecuted.

That's our government!
T * * * - *

Did you ever realize how often when the other side

says, "It's time for compromise,” what they really mean
is that it's time for you to give in and do it their way?
» » ] » »

~ Caddo Grocery of Uncertain is now an official bass

WEIGH STATION for the Texas side of Caddo Lake.

Have your big bass weighed there and you may get a

ﬁberglassrcplica,orpmﬁnlpaymentofthcﬁbcrglass

replica, of your bass. Your fish lives for a later day.
L] ] L ] L ]

IT IS THE LAW. (Some ¢xcerpts from the TPWD
Digest of Water Safety Act.) "Lifesaving devices. ALL
vessels under 16 feet in length (including canoes and
kayaks) must be equipped with one Type L 1L, 111, or V
(Type V device acceptable only if used in accordance
with specinl instructions on the device) Personal
Flotation Device in good and serviceable condition on
board for cach person.”

"Vessels 16 feet and longer, in addition to the Type
I, I, D or V for each person on board, will be
required to be equipped with one Type IV Personal
Flotation Device. Canoes and kayaks over 16 feet in
length arc exempt from the Type IV irement.."

Boat cushions are TYPE IV devices and may NOT
be used to replace a TYPEL I1, II, or V device.

Copy continued: "All vessels including motorboats,
canoes, kayaks, punts, rowboats, rubber rafts, or other
vessels when not at dock must have and exhibit at least
one bright light, lantem or flashlight from sunset to
sunrise in all weather."

*It shall be uniawful for any person to: "(14)
Operate personal watercraft (jet skis, wet bikes, etc.) at
night. (Sunset until sunrise). (15) Operate personal
watercraft except at headway speed within 50 feet of
another vessel, platform, person, object, or shore.”

George E. Williamsoen
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DEAR ANDY & TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE COMMISSIONERS:

DON'T DO IT TO CADDO LAKE

you really want to help Caddo Lake, LEAVE IT ALONE!

It is as natural as it can be now. You can't make it more natural by building mini-parks, rest rooms, shelters
or trails on basically untouched shorelines. You'll only destroy the beauty, and, no matter how tastefully you think
your construction is done, it is still man-made and destructive. We applaud TP&WD's introduction of Florida bass
into Caddo Lake as one of the few projects that really did improve the lake without any destruction of nature
(except,maybe.tothsmwﬂa‘ﬁshﬂmﬂhcbiggarﬁshm) _

Do what needs to be done to repair and restore the original Caddo Lake State Park to
first class condition. But, think long and hard about any new construction around Mill Pond.

The beauty of Mill Pond should be preserved.

Mill Pond is a small view of the way Caddo Lake is supposed to look. Building boathouses, bridges, piers,
stalls, or other attempts to spend more money than is really needed, would wipe out what is probably the most
photographed spot on Caddo Laks.

Abandon afl plans for the mini-parks or anything else in the "wildlife management area".

meabsdmhighaﬁmdbarmofﬂdspmparwiﬂolmﬁmm{rm It could forever be a barrier
to protect Caddo Lake from people and governments. .

Do not allow permit hunting on any land in the wildlife management arca that is:

1. Only a narrow strip along the waterfront; —

2. Has no boundary markers on the side away from the waterfront; and

3. The adjoining land is privately owned. (And probably leased for hunting.).
Introducing "permit hunters” into a onc-hundred foot strip of land adjoining a
hunting lease could be extremely hazardous.

You couldn't devise a better plan to get people arrested for trespassing or shot in hunting "accidents” than
pulting some hunters on a 100-fool strip of river frontage that is not marked, has been part of another hunting lease
for years, and is just too small for hunting, anyway.

Do pot build & public boat ramp in the Uncertain, Texas area. Several private businesses
already provide ample launching facilities at very reasonsble rates. They pay taxes to the
school, county, state, and federal governments, and do not deserve to be deprived of the boat
lannch fees. Also, a public ramp would provide a trash disposal and maintenance problem,
and could rival the ramp under the Highway 43 bridge as a place for late-night parties and/or
crimina) activity. Uncertain, Texas, needs peither the competition nor the problems.

Anoiher instance where goverrment competes with private business. The private business supplies and
maintains the facilitias, pays for insurance, utilities, employees and their social security and unemployment
insurance, pays school, city, county, state, and federal taxes, and collects state sales taxes. They are not paid for
collecting employes or sales taxes but are punished if they do not. Then, TAX money is used to take their chance
for profit from them. Soma in government beliave thasa who spend the most govern best. But, the gov't wants more.
Hunting and fishing licenses (those things that hold all of those expensive add-on stamps) are going ur’ " in.

The Board of Directors of The Greater Caddo Lake Association, Inc., meeti  Jn
September 15, 1995, voted unanimously for these ideas. We sincerely hope that you will agree
with us to KEEP CADDO LAKE NATURAL!




FROM THE PRESIDENT...

It's that time of year. Foliage on the trees is turning
¢ -<ual beautiful colors for the fall season. We have
¢ Ights and warm days and they were much needed.
~-rirst District Congressman JIM CHAPMAN
announced that he will not seck recicction to the United
States Congress.

Great news for us on Caddo Lake.

The front page of this newsletter started as a letter
we mailed to Andy Sansom and the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Commission. The lines in bold type are the
actual letter, while the lines in italics are additional

ions for our readers.

To tell TP&WD what you believe, write them at
4200 Smith School Rd., Austin, TX 78744, or phone
them at 512 389-4800 or 800 792-1112.

Bob Speight
President

MINIPARKS: Here's 2 map of the Texas portion of
Caddo Lake showing where the miniparks are planned,
as described in the Caddo Lake State Park Conceptual
Master Plan of 1995:

B

The sites are Carter's Lake, Old House Slough,
Kitchen's Creek, Potter's Point, Starr Ranch, and
Bradley Bridge. Notice the circle around the arca.

KEEP CADDO LAKE NATURAL!

BY GEORGEQ.. .

October is not only here, it's half over. The last
half of October is about as pretty a time {0 tour
Caddo Lake as there is. The water is still low, and
Carter's and Clinton Lakes are almost impassable
because of the low water and the weeds. But, the
bayou has the clear, black water that we love. The
lake water is clear, and we've heard good fish stories.

There is no funding that we know of for building
the miniparks, That docsn't mean they won't be built
eventually, If TP&WD keeps presenting this
are seeing the same plan year after year, they think
it must be a good idea and somebody really wants it.
So, they fund part of it and the project gets started.
Once living, it's hard to kill. It gets to be part of the
annual b and more ive cach year.

Too many in government measure their success
by how much money they spend. Look at how proud
some were of the millions wasted on the Daingerfield
Reach and the other $tudied & $tuffed navigation
proiects.

Betty has some bird and squirrel feeders by the
Bayou. Scveral squirreis have been cating daily—unti]
squirrel season opened. There hasa't been one here
since then. Last year they all came back—the day the
season closed. Wonder how they know? These are
semi-pets and they don't bave to worry about squirrel
scason, but maybe they don't believe somebody
saying “trust me, trust me." either.

There are “coons” and "possums” eating there,
100. Those arc in quoies becanse I just can't call them
*“raccoons” or "opossums”. When I was growing up
we had coons, possums, cllvm trees, and several
other words that we didn't say like Walter Cronkite
would. I did learn in school 10 say "clm tree”.

Post Offices in the United States are entering the
machine age. Now, they must have an address that is
absohniely complete. Leave off an apartment number,
a suite aumber, or a lot number, and you don't get
that item of mail,

We get a few newsletters back each time because
of incomplete addresses. In years gone by, the
mailman know where the mail was supposed o go,
but that's history.

Obviously, if we get the newsletter back with the
address as it appears on the membership application
form, we can't write to tell that member that the
address we have is not complete and something clse
must be there.

If any of you know a2 member who is not getting
their newsietier, get them to deop us a card with their
complete address and we'll make the necessary
corrections on the labels.

George E.Williamson




WHAT DO THEY REALLY MEAN?

The Texas Parks and Wildlife

has a CADDO LAKE CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN to use as

amndcfmmcﬁm“ofcaddolakcmdthccwdol.akeStatePa:k(nowlabclcd"OIDSTATEPARKSII'F")
Some of the language on the three sheets that were distributed may illustrate the planners' plans. (Or bias.]

Keep in mind that as politicians, commissions, and bureaucrats come and go, there is iittle guarantee 1l .c
new ones will honor the promises of the old ones. This is government, and governments change.

IN THE THREE PAGES OF PLANS, THEY SAY ABOUT CANOES:

..the opportunity to take multi-day CANOE trips originating from the state park or other access points...

a CANOE launch.

..and
'Ihcpa:hngwuuldallowtomststobn_ngCANOESandlmmchatmulﬁpleplacesaroundthelake.

The miniparks enable boaters, CANOEISTS, and hunters a2 more manageable strategy...

1..
2..
3.
4. Photo marked "CANOE LAUNCH".
5.
6.

Photo marked “embarking on a multi-day CANOE tour.
7. ...would provide the basis for guided or self-guided CANOE originating from the state

park or other minipark

8. The rebuilding of the... CCC Boathouse in Sawmill Pond ...provide additional capacity for CANOEING.
9. anhvecampmtesamossﬁcbaymwoﬂdalthANOElSlSme&a&mhpmkaﬂmﬁcs

ALONG WITH THAT, THEY HAVE BOATS:

1. BOATHOUSE. l‘hcrebuﬂdmg of the original CCC BOATHOUSE in sawmill pond...

2. An clevated boardwalk...around Sawmill Pond...would provide a waterfront experience...without 2 BOAT.
3. BOAT RAMP. The construction of a new dock...would allow BOAT RAMP to function more smoothly...

4. BOAT storage. A BOAT storage facility along the bayou.. 1o store and dock their BOATS while at the park.
5. The miniparks enable BOATERS, canoeists...a more manageable strategy...expeniencing Caddo Lake.

6. Photo marked BOAT tours,

THEN FOR SOME REASON, THERE'S MONEY:

1. ThceconommdcvelopmmtofthepukandntsabﬂﬂytoGENERATEREVENUE.
. ...additional visitors and GENERATE MORE REVENUE...would enable the park to sustain itself & needs..
...while GENERATING SIGNIFICANT REVENUE through supplies, souvenirs, and camping.

...provide additional lodging facilities and would GENERATE REVENUE. -

2
3.
4, ...more lodging opportunities...as well as GENERATING REVENUE.
5.
6..

. ...donated residence gpuld provide additional lodging and REVENUE...
7. The.. -park and wildlife management area ...to focus and control.. .while BENEFITTING ECONOMICALLY.
Dom'ttbatmmntlwcamwm,thestatcwantsmmmoney and maybe the motorboats will go away?

AND, WE REALLY DIDN'T UNDERSTAND the photo labelled "MOUNTAIN BIKING".
TP&WD CONCEPTUAL PLAN FOR THE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

MINI-PARKS for Caddo Lake! Put them on
Carter's Lake, Old House Slough, Kitchen's Creek,
Potter's Point, Starr Ranch, and Bradley Bridge.
The planncrs say, "The vast size of the wildlife

area makes day user and recreational use
difficult and dangerous.” Do they suggest that if there
Texas half of Caddo Lake the "difficult and
dangerous” elements are removed? These MINI-
PARKS are unattended, b a copy of the rules will be
posted by the staie. (By the way, Starr Ranch is still
owned by the U.S. Army. The military personnel have
been moved from Longhom Army Ammunition Plant
bmmuﬂctothcpmpcrtyham‘lahmged.)
types of mini-parks are planned, Type A and
Type B. Boihwmﬂdhave‘appox:matdyﬁvepmhng
spaces,aCCCstylctmi]hnd,arwtroomfamhty,
a canoe launch " Type A adds "primitive camping sites
and hiking trails.” The two Type A parks would be at
Old House Slangh and Potter's Point.
The planners say, "The state park and wildlife

management arca have the ability to focus and control
the impact and usage patterns while benefitting
cconomically.” Adding, "The dispersal of use would
relieve the state park of the serving as the only access
point 1o the water for park visitors.” 77777

This serics of mini surrounds most of the
hunting area on the Texas haif of Caddo Lake. What
if, someday, a group who belicves the only legitimate
hobbies are cocktail parties and adultery, takes their
obligatory nature experience here in duck season,
complains about "those BIG GUNS shooting,” the
*bullcts whizzing by their heads, and that has to be
stopped before people start getting killed?” They
donate to anti-gun and animal rights groups and PC

politicians, and one of those politicians was in power. -

Look at the map and sec where you think they would
ban hummg on Caddo Lake, without ever know*  “at
shotguns don't shoot bullets at ducks.

Do we not understand this plan, OR DO'WE
UNDERSTAND MORE THAN THEY WANTED
US TO? Kill this plan while there is time!
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Cypress Watershed Alliance Set

Representatives of several constituency groups and citizen inter-
ests within the Cypress Valley Watershed have joined forces to
create an umbrella advisory group dedicated to coordinating
goals for environmental protection and sustainable development

for the region.

The eight-member Cypress Valley
Alliance board of directors met for the
first time January 12 in Jefferson, pledg-
ing to bring together a broad-based and
representative group of citizens who can
help provide an overall vision of the
future for the watershed. The non-profit
Alliance will act as liaison with various
state, federal and private entities involved
in projects reiating to the Caddo Lake
Initiative.

The officers
of the newly
formed Alliance
are: Dr. Carol
Harrellof Manion
County, pres.;
Ruth Culver of
Leigh, vice pres;
and Jesse M.

“Dl.lk!:" Dewm N P T 2la b .

Cong. Jim Chapman (left), Ruth Culver, TPWD Exec. Dir. And
rew Sansom, Paulette Cooper, John T. Echols, Dr. Carol
Harrell, Duke DeWare and Leta Kay form Alliance.

of Jefferson, sec-
retary/treasurer.
Other board
members  in-
clude: Paulene Cooper of
Jefferson, Leta Kay of Marshall, John T.
Echols of Kamack, Geraldine Mauthe
of Uncertain and Murray Lloyd of
Shreveport, La. U.S. Congressman Jim

Chapman (D-Sulphur Springs) and
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Executive Director Andrew Sansom will
serve as ex-officio members of the board.

“We have built partnerships in this
effort thathave never been accomplished
before,” said Chapman. “Success of the
Caddo Lake Initiative is dependent upon
an overall community strategy with
grassroots support guiding it. This Alli-

The Alliance has begun con-
ducting a nationwide search for an ex-
ecutive director and is secking Texas
pon-profit organization status.

Getting The Word
Out About Caddo
Lake Initiative

Conservancy and promotion of the
cultural and natural attributes of Caddo
Lake and the Cypress Valley Watershed
through the creation of projects forenvi-
ronmental protection and sustainable
development are the goals of the Caddo
Lake Initiative.

First presented in October of 1993
by Congressman Jim Chapman and
Andrew Sansotn, Executive Director of
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment, the Caddo Lake Initiative has re-
sulted in a series of ongoing projects
combining state and federal representa-
tion with local involvement

The Cypress Basin Advisor is a
quarterly newsletter dedicated to shar-
ing information among the partners in
the Caddo Lake Initiative about current
and future projects within the Cypress
Valley Watershed.

This publication is distributed free
of charge to anyone interested in Cy-
press Valley Watershed programs. To
receive this publication, write to the
address below.

Public input is important to, and
welcomed by, all who are contributing
to the Initiative. Questions and com-
ments about the information contained
in this publication, or any of the pro-
grams of the Caddo Lake Initiative,
should be directed to: Cypress Basin
Advisor, cio Steve Lightfoot, Editor, PO
PO Drawer C, Jefferson, TX 75657.

Ty
e

X



THE CYPHRESS BASIN ATIWVISOR

1994 In Review

Caddo Lake Initiative Off To Strong Start

M ceting with local residents and un-
derstanding the desires of the commu-
nity has been a top priority of the
Caddo Lake Initiative over the last
year. By taking the time to ensure
public participation and approval of
their work in the watershed, federal
and state agencies have helped forge a
working partnership for the future.
Toward that goal, significant

resources, the ability to maintain the
quality of the environment and promote
sustainable development within abealthy
ecosystem, can be assured.

*Sustainable Development —Pro-
grams initiated in 1994 designed to pro-
vide economic opportunities which will’
strengthen the communities and main-
tain the quality of the ecosystem include
planning efforts for several types of cen-
ters to be located
throughout the Wa-
tershed. Amongthe
proposed facilities
are an environmen-
tal education center
in Jefferson and a
research center at
Caddo Lake linked
with the Ramsar
Treaty mission of
wetland conserva-
tion.

* Infra-
stroctare Im-
. A

Studies relating to0 Caddo'’s baldcypress are among projects Corps of Engir.

being conducted in the Caddo Lake Initiative.

progress has been made in research,
protection, sustainable development,
infrastructure and community initia-
tives. Following are some highlights
of those efforts:

 Research Initiatives — Native
vegetation information gathered at
Caddo Lake by the National Biologi-
cal Service’s (NBS) National Wetlands
Research Center in 1994 will help in
making long-range management deci-
sions for one of the most extensive
remaining intact cypress Swamp wet-
lands.

« Protection Activities — Pre-
liminary data collected by the Corps of
Engineers and the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department will assist in the
preparation of a Cypress Valley Wa-
tershed Management Study and Big
Cypress Bayou Wetland Restoration
project. By documenting these

has gathered intin—
mation on options
for the restoration of the historic Port of
Jefferson as a focal point for educational
purposes and in conjunction with local
festivals and activities.

* Local Involvement — In heiping
set a course for the future, including the
implementation of numerovs new
projects in the areas listed above, a wide
range of public outreach programs were
conducted in 1994. The input received
from these workshops, open house meet-
ings. special events and dedication cer-
emonies have helped create a unique
working partership between state and
federal representatives and local con-
stituencies.

“Plans are nothing. Planning
is everything..."
- Dwight D. Eisenhower




THE CTPRESS HASIN ADWVISOR

Improvements for anglers and boaters at Caddo Lake are among initiatives
outlined for 1995, including boat ramp development and navigation markers.

Taking The Initiative In '95

T uming information into action will be
the primary theme for the Caddo Lake
Initiative in 1995, as state and federal
agencies begin impilementation of sev-
eral major projects, including: develop-
ment of an environmental education cen-
ter in Jefferson, boat ramp facilities and
improved navigation marker system on
Caddo Lake and beaver impact assess-
ment within the Cypress Basin Water-
shed, to name a few.

“We've gotalot of proposals on the
table and now it's time to deliver prod-
ucts,” promised Congressman Jim
Chapman, who has been instrumental in
gaining federal funding for the Caddo
Lake projects through the Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR) and the Corps of
Engineers (COE). “With the recent for-
mation of partnerships between state,
federal and private entities, the frame-
work is in place to do just that.”

Both federal agencies will be over-
seeing projects identified for the up-
coming year. in conjunction with the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD)) and the National Biological
Service (NBS).

In keeping with the tenets outlined
by Congressman Chapman and the
TPWD in the Caddo Lake Initiative pro-
posal, all programs have been designed

with environmental protection and sus-
tainable economic development inmind.

“All work tasks identified by the
Bureau meet that criteria,” said BOR
Environmental Specialist Mike Iribeck.
“We've established six areas of activity
and support within those guidelines:
ecological research, wetland restoration,
sustainable development, public out-
reach, ecosystem management and
wastewater reclamation.”

Following are summaries of some
of the key projects being undertaken this
year:
= Wastewater Services — BOR
will be concentrating much of its efforts
in 1995 toward investigating alterna-
tives for supplying wastewater services
in the immediate vicinity of the Caddo
Lake area, including Kamack, Uncer-
tain, Pine Island and otherexisting bous-
ing and business establishments associ-
ated with the south shore in Harrison
County.

*» Navigation Markers — In addi.
tion, BOR will consider proposals by
the Cypress Valley Navigation District
(CVND) to explore means to restore and
possibly upgrade the navigation marker
system along Cypress Bayou and Caddo
Lake. A waterproof map of the lake,
detailing the new marker system, is also

planned. .

» Wetland Restoration —BOR is
also coordinating with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) in assisting in-
terested private landowners with design
and implementation of various wetland
restoration apd enhancement projects
under the FWS's Partners in Wildlife
program.

»Boat Ramp Construction—The
scope of TPWD projects for 1995 will
be directed mainly toward sustainable
development and public outreach, in-
cluding construction of boat ramp and
parking facilities to increase public rec-
reational access to Caddo Lake. CVND
will provide consultation on potential
locations for a new ramp facility.

» Environmental Education Cen-
ter — The development of an environ-
mental education center in Jefferson,
dedicated to interpretation of the unique
resources at Caddo Lake, will be an-
other major project for the TPWD this
year. TPWD has obtained the services
of one of the nation's top consulting
firms in environmental education center
development, Inside Qutside, to pro-
duce a conceptnal master plan for the
facility.

* Public Outreach — A strong
effort to inform and educate the cormmu-
nity is also being conducted by TPWD,
through development of an environmen-
tal education module identifying natural
resources at Caddo for public schools,
development of a Caddo Lake eco-tour-
ism guide to outdoor recreation and re-
lated oppormnities, continuation of the
Caddo Lake Speakers Series, interpre-
tive display systems and production of a
sustainable development auvdic/visual
presentation.

“By enhancing the community’s
awareness and appreciation of Caddo’s
unique resources through these outreach
programs, we hope to build a spirit of
ownership of these resources from
within,” offered TPWD Executive Di-
rector Andrew Sansom.

* Beaver Impact — NBS, mean-
whilie, will be targeting several areas of
research with immexdiate, as well as long-
term implications for the Cypress Basin

{Continued on page 4)



Initiative '95...
{Continued from page 3}
Watershed. A project which has significant
interest among arca landowners involves an
sssessment of impacts beaver populations
have around Caddo Lake. Long-range man-
agement strategies will be idemified o pre-
vent and control the extent of adverse im-
pacts by beavers. NBS will be conducting
low-level acrial surveys of beaver dama along
the Cypress Bayou. NBS will also continue
its researchin floral and fannal sindics around
Caddo Lake, including a
beldcypress regencration stdy, as well asits
partnenships with the Caddo Scholars pro-
gram

“By integrating our research programs
with educational and community outreach
opportanitics in the area, we hope o foster a
strong community commitment to the long-
texrm conservation of the wildlife and recre-
ational values of the Caddo Lake ecosys-
temn,” said Bob Stewart, director of the NBS
Southern Science Ceater.

Cypress Basin Aduisor
PO Drawer C
Jefferson, TX 75657

An electronic outreach “clearing house™
software package providing public access to
various data relating to the Caddo Lake eco-
system is also being devetoped by NBS.

» Port of Jefferson — The Comps of
Engineers will continue its assessment of
tion efforts.

2 Economic Development Plan — Wock-
ing with the Texas Engineering Extsnsion
Service, the Corps will be investigating eco-
region.

Stams repocts on the above projects, as

well a8 related news, will be provided in
futmme newsletters. Questions and comments
relating to the above projects can be directed
oy the following sources:
BOR: Michael J. Irlbeck (512) 482-5641;
TPWD: Karen Leslic (409) 564-7145; COE:
Gene Rice (817) 334-2185; NBS: Carroll
Cordes (318) 266-8653.
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Environmental Education Center Plan Offered
Jefferson Identified As Potential Home For Cypress Watershed Visitors Center

The proposed development of a 7,380-square foot Cypress Valley
Center near the banks of the Big Cypress Bayou in Jefferson,
accompanied by state-of-the-art cultural and environmental dis-
plays and exhibits with a projected cost upwards of $3.7 million,
are being considered under a conceptual plan released recently.

Thc concepts, based on develop-
ment of a “gateway” hub facility wel-
coming visitors to the Cypress Valley
Watershed, were presented to the public
in late May by the consuiting firm In-
side/Outside and subsequently approved
by the Environmental Education Steer-
ing Committee.

Inside/Outside was awarded the
contract to come up with the concptual
plans for an environmental education
center facility as part of the Caddo Lake
Initiative. Funding for the project, which
does not include the actual design or
construction of the center, was appro-
priated by Congressman Jim Chapman
through the Burcau of Reclamation.

The proposal combines slements of
two of the original options to create a
gateway into Jefferson with direct ac-
cess for visitors to a watershed museum
and tourist information center, as welt as
to the bayou and a system of nature trails
and outdoor exhibits and displays.

The proposed Cypress Valley Cen-
ter would be constructed south of Dallas
Street, between Highway 59 and the
railroad bridge.

According to Inside/Outside, the
Center would blend interpretation of the
natural and cultural environment of the
region in a way that will be appealing
not only tu area school children, but also

In This Issue:

* Caddo Lake SP/WMA Facelift

* Calendar of Events

* Sturdy Initiatives Near Completion

vities in the watershed, an interactive
watershed museum of interest to general
visitors and school children and on a
forum for presenting watershed research
results,
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Preliminary site drawing for the proposed Cypress Valley Center in Jefferson
mark the location for a "hub” visitors center and accompanying exhibitis.

to the general tourism market
Program and market emphasis

would be placed on providing visitor

information about attractions and acti-

Proposed components of the Center
would include a large mapscape provid-

ing information on related exhibits and
Continued on page 4
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Caddo SP/WMA Plan Looks

To Upgrade User Facilities

A three-tier strategy for future
development of the Caddo Lake State
Park and Wildlife Management Area
which will protect the resources while
accomodating visitors is being offered
as part of a conceptual plan by the
University of Texas at Arlington,

Caddo Lake State Park has been
around for over 60 years, with some of
the original Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) buildings and structures
still intact and in use today. However,
the recent addition of over 7,000 acres
and creation of the Caddo Lake SP/
WMA wamants an operational and
management review, according to
Karen Leslie, project planner for the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.

“Conceptual planning for the park
will provide decision makers, local
citizens and public officials with a bet-
ter understanding of what Caddo Lake
State Park and Wildlife Management
Area can offer for the region, now and
into the future,” said Leslie.

Planners with UTA have been
charged with finding ways to ensure
and enhance traditional vses of the
park and wildlife management areas,
such as hunting, fishing and camping,

attracting potential new user groups —
and bring additional economic develop-
ment to the region.

“We know, for example, tourists
likely to visit a Ramsar site such as
Caddo Lake demand high quality, envi-
ronmentally sensitive services and they
expect, and are willing, to pay for them,”
Leslie said.

Outlined in a draft proposal is a
three-level approach to managing the
area, based on impacts to the resource.
The three phases range from weil-de-
signed primitive camping on the WMA
to increased CCC-style cabins or cen-
tralized lodging on the original park site.
Other considerations would address es-
tablishment of “access points” connect-
ing various parts of Caddo Lake SP/
WMA via trails and by water.

Planners have noted that phasing of
development is aimed at increasing the
park area’s tourist “holding power,”
which is the ability of recreation sites tn
hold a tourist for aday or two beyond
or her normal stay.

Public comments or ideas for the
management plan are welcome and
should be directed to Karen Leslie,
TPWD, PO Box 4655 SFA Station,

while investigating opponunmcs for

Nacogdoches TX 75962.

Improvements to facilities such as this old CCC pavilion are part of a plan for
Caddo Lake State Park and Wildlife Management Area.
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A stand of baldcypress saplings are protected from beaver intrusion with plastic

casings as part of a baldcypress regeneration study at Caddo Lake.

Caddo Initiative Update

A assessment of over 140 active bea-
ver lodges around Caddo Lake State
Park and Wildlife Management Area,
and a proposal for revision of boat road
markers on Caddo Lake are among
Caddo Initiative projects currently be-
ing addressed by a variety of local inter-
ests, and state and federal agencies.

The programs are components of a
Cypress Basin Watershed initiative
authored by Congressman Jim Chapman
and designed with environmental pro-
tection and sustainable economic devel-
opment in mind.

Following are status updates for
some of the various projects outlined for
1995:

* Beaver Assessment — According
to the National Biological Service, up-
wards of 140 active beaver lodges have
been identified thus far on Caddo Lake.
Sweetgum and water locust appeartobe
the most desirable trees for construction
of the lodges, and initial findings con-
firm there is a substantial beaver popu-
lation at Caddo Lake. However, there
does not appear to be a major impact on
the cypress forest. The study will con-
tinue to assess beaver impacts on hard-
wood species.

* Baldcypress Regeneration - A
recent study by the NBS revealed the

oldest cypress trees at Caddo were in
excess of 400 years of age and a majority
were upwards of 250 years old. How-
ever, there appears to be a lack of new
growth in the cypress forest due in part
to changes in land use, lack of available
space for colonization and predation.

NBS is hoping to identify areas on
the lake where cypress regeneration is
best suited by planting over 2,000 sap-
lings recently in areas which remain dry
at all times, is partially submerged at
times and always under water. Research-
ers will continue to monitor growth rates
at these test areas.

* Navigation Markers --The Cy-
press Valley Navigation District has pre-
sented a proposal to the Bureau of Rec-
lamation which would redesign the cur-
rent boat road identification system now
in place at Caddo Lake.

Under the proposed new system,
boat road markers on both the Texas and
Louisiana side of the lake would be
created tn a uniform safe and easy touse
navigation system. A simplified alpha-
numeric marker system would replace
the existing set of markers, with boaters
able to readily know their exact loaction
and direction by reading the numbers on
two consecutive boat road markers. Cost
for the project is being assessed.

* Wastewater Services - BOR
will present options for wastewater treat-
ment services to the public in the imme-
diate vicinity around Caddo Lake on
July 26 at 7 p.m. in Karnack.

* Boat Ramp Construction - The
Cypress Valley Navigation District has
assessed the possibility of adding a boat
ramp facility for Caddo Lake near
Jefferson, pending a site inspection by
BOR, to be conducted in the near futare.

* Floral/Faunal Inventory - NBS
cooperators have documented numer-
ous neotropical songbird species as part
of an inventory of plants and animals on
Caddo Lake SPAWMA. Noteworthy is
discovery of the highest wintering den-
sity of ruby-crowned and golden-
crowned kinglets ever documented in
this region of the nation. According to
NBS researchers, it appears Caddo of-
fers a unique habitat requirement most
desired by this neotropical migrant.

* Wetlands Vegetation Study - A
floristic survey of Caddo Lake SP/WMA
has revealed five separate plant commu-
nity types which characterize the area,
comprised of some 358 plant species.
Researchers hope the information gath-
ered in the study can be utilized to pro-
duce a field study guide to the unique
plantcommunities which make up Caddo

More than 140 active beaver lodges,
constructed mainly from sweetgum
trees, have been identified at Caddo.
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CYpress Welcome Center Conceptual Plan

Would Create

Continued from page |

opportunities inthe region, as weli asthe
town of Jefferson. Inside the Center,
visitors could be presented with various
depictions of the region's cultural and
natural heritages, including: a large
sunken aquarium and cypress swamp
diorama, an interpretation of the devel-
opment of the “great log raft” and for-
mation of Caddo Lake, and a look into
the history of the Port of Jefferson.
Components of an outside plaza sur-
rounding the Center could include:
“hands on” demonstrations of what
steamboat travel might be like on the
bayou and the effects of water flow.
From the plaza, visitors would have an
opportunity (o explore three trailways,
featuring historical interpretations.of the
port arca, a cypress swamp upstream,
and downtown points of interest.

Cypress Basin Aduvisor
PO Drawer C
Jefferson, TX 75657

/Z

In addition to the creation of the
Center, the conceptual plan encourages
development of partnerships which
would allow “spokes” throughout the
region 1o be added to the hub facility.

Some of the major spokes could
inchide proposed facilities at nearby
Caddo Lake State Park and Wildlife
Management Area as well as proposed
rennovations to the historic Port of
Jefferson as outlined in a study by the
U.S. Corps of Engincers. '

According to Inside/Outside presi-
dent Lisa Brochu, the proposed Center
could be on line and renning within two
years, providing key issues are finalized
and funding obtained.

These key issues include deciding
on a finai plan using ¢lements from
Inside/Outside's conceptual plan and the
U.S. Ammy Corps of Engineers’ port

Marty Hathom

"Hub" For Watershed Visitors —

restoration plan, identifying who would
own and operate the facility, and what
funding source would be used to con-
struct the Center. These are issues that
the local and regional communities must
address before final design and con-
struction can be begun.

At present, no oconstruction and/or
exhibit development funding sources
have been finalized.

The fina] version of the conceptual
plan is expected to be compicted this
summer, according to Brochu.

Comments and questions regarding
the plan should be directed to the Cy-
press Valley Alliance, P.O. Drawer C,
Jefferson, TX 75657 or to Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department, P.O. Box 4655,
SFA Station, Nacogdoches, TX 75962,
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Jefferson, Texas

...the early yeais

by Judy Marsicano

ome of the storytellers in Jefferson will tell you

that early settlers were alrexdy living there when

the town was first laid out in 1842, They say the

town was founded sometime between 1836 and
1840, but historians agree that it was actually founded in
1845 by a man named Allen Urquhart.

Although it was one of many river landings
along the Big Cypress Bayou during that time,
Jefferson became a major port of eniry for east
and north central Texas. Located on the
highest navigable point of the bayou. it
provided steamboats and other vessels
from Shreveport and New Orleans with
quick and easy access to unsetiled
portions of the wildemess in the new
state of Texas.

The depth of the Big Cypress
Bayou can be attributed in part to the
Great Raft, which was located
downstream on the Red River. The
Great Raft was a dense mass of fallen
tree limbs and silt which had accumu-
lated naturally for hundreds of years.
1t created a natural dam on the river
which resulted in increased water Jevels
along the upstream tributaries, including
the Big Cypress Bayou.

In 1832, Capt. Henry Shreve, who had
been appointed superinendent of Western
River Improvements for the U.5. Army
Corps of Engineers in 1826, 100k on the task
of removing the Great Raft to allow steamboats
access to the upper Red River. At this time, the raft
extended from Sterling Bayou to a point eight
straight-line miles downstream of present-day Shreveport, a
distance of 40 miles. Shreve slowly and meticulously dis-
mantled the raft using black powder and snag boats and, by
1835, he had cleared the waterway to Shreveport allowing
navigation to Caddo Lake through Twelve Mile Bayou and
eventually leading to the establishment of Jefferson.

Jefierson boomed as a riverport city for nearly four
decades. When iron ore was discovered in the area, smelters
and plowworks manufacturers thrived, while the lumber
business was stimulated by a bountiful supply of pine and
cypress trees. Jefferson was also the location of one of the
state’s first breweries, had the world's first ammonia refriger-
ant ice plant, and the first city in Texas to use artificial gas for
stret lights.

4 = DISPATCH
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As the Civil War ended, Jefferson reached its peak
population of 30,000, As many as 15 steamboats could be seen
docked at the port at one time during those days, while scores
of wagon trains carrying settlers and their goods passed
through town heading west.

In 1873, Capt. C.C. Howell of the U.5.
Amy Corps of Engincers, was told (o remove the
remainder of the Great Raft, which obstructed
navigation on the Red River north of
Shreveport and into Arkansas, Oklahoma
and parts of Texas. On Thanksgiving Day
of that year, Howell and his crew success-
fully removed the last section of the
Great Raft using nitroglycerin, a much
more powerful explosive than black

powder.

The destruction of the Great Raft,
some historians say, had a devastating
effect on Fefferson. Water levels
dropped far below what was necessary
to keep the Big Cypress navigable and,
left high and dry, the town be-
major economic decline.

o Recent research by Jacques i

N{ Bagur, howeves, revealed that it could
have been the arrival of the railroad that
caused Jefferson’s demise. In his report,
he said that steamboats continued to ply
the Big Cypress Bayou long afier 1873,
although railroads increased their volume of
local freight services and provided a faster and
less expensive method of transporting goods
across country, The effect the railroad industry had
on Jefferson's livelihood was almost immediate since it
no longer heid a competitive edge over other cities as a major
transporiation porL Jefferson’s population dropped from 4,600
people in 1873 (o 3,260 in 1880 and aitempis in later years to
restore navigation on the Big Cypress Bayou were futile.

Today, nothing remains of the old wharf, The Big
Cypress Bayou is a narrow, lazy river which meanders from
Lake O’the Pines to Cadde Lake. Boat tours have a calming
affect on travelers who marvel at the number of 100-year-old
trees still arpund. There is a ot of wildlife, an occasional
alligator—and peace and quiet.0

Historical information contributed by Kip Wright, Planning Division.
Photo: Jefferson’s Federal Building, built in 1890, discontinued wse of the
building as a pest office and federal court, The property was bought by the
Jefferson Historical Society in 1965 and turned into a musewm.

Courtesy of the Jefferson Historical Society Museum.

[
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District helps plan for its
future while preserving
its past

isitors strolling through the quiet

downtown of Jefferson, Texas, during

the week of October 16 often stopped in
front of the old Camegie Library. They were
curious about the sieady stream of people in and
out of the building even when the library was
closed. Neighbors reported seeing lights on Late at
night on the second floor “opera house” meeting
room sometimes uatil 10:30 or 11:00 p.m.
Everyone wondered what was going on.

What was going on was a five-day brain-
storming session and a series of workshops
between state and federal agencies, local citizens
and other groups to formulate various design
concepts illustrating the historic port of
Jeiferson’s “connection™ {0 the town of Jefferson,
Lake O’the Pines, Caddo Lake and the Big
Cypress region.

The port project is part of U.S. Rep. Jim
Chapman's and the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department’s initiative which began a year ago to
study options for economic growth in Marion
County, one of the poorest counties in Texas. The
Big Cypress Bayou watershed includes 11 East
Texas counties and one parish in Louisiana.

This is the first time the Fort Worth District
has used this “charette™ type concept for the
planning phase of a civil works project.

A group of 20 “idea” folks were brought into
Jefferson and basically 1old “you’re stuck in Enst
Texas for six days and you can’t go home until we
have a slate of altemnatives to work with.”

The interdisciplinary team of planners
arriving on Sunday, Oct. 16, included community
planners, architects, archeologists, landscape
architects, natural and cultural resource special-
ists, outdoor recreation planners, historians,
economists and biologists. Ann Moss, a landscape
architect from Shapins Associates, Boulder, Colo.,
was called in to facilitate workshops throughout
the week because of her involvement in the recent
restoration of the port at Salem, Mass.

“We hired Ann because she had run the
formulation process for the Salem Maritime
National Historic Site, which we [elt was a preity
good paralle] for this project,” Becky Griflith,
chief of Economics and Master Planning Branch,
said. “She came 10 us highly recommended by the
National Park Service people we were working
with and tmed out to be a great choice.”

On Monday morning, the week-long planning
process was already under way as representatives
from the Fort Worth District, the National Park
Service, Texas Historical Commission, Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, and the Univer-

(Continued on next page)
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The public participated in a series of workshops whichwere hekd to explore

alternatives for the port of Jefferson and waterfront development.

Lewis May, director
of the Center for
Urban Ecology at the
University of Hous-
ton, works on a
master plan altemna-
tive for Big Cypress
Bayou at Jefferson.

6 m DISPATCH

sity of Houslon began hashing out background
information on the region, the town, the port and
the history that had made Jefferson a tounist
magnet in the recent past.
hat afternoon, the first workshop was
hetd with city and school officials,
business owners, residents and other
interested parties in attendance. A
project overview was presented by the district’s
Rosanna Brown, the port restoration study
manager. Brown told the group that, along with
the port, an environmental education center and
some recreational facilities are envisioned for the
Jefferson waterfront to promole eco-tourism and
environmentally sustainable development.
Chris Beacham of Geo-Marine, a contractor
with the Corps, reported the resuits of a recent
telephone survey. OF the 1,000 people randomly
surveyed, 30 percent lived in the vicinity of
Jelferson. 50 percent lived in Dallas, 10 percent
were from Shreveport and 10 percent lived in
Houston. Beacham said that approximately 31
percent said that they had visited Jefferson and

Team members resortto floor space to complete
their preliminary conceptual drawings.

gave sightsecing as their number one reason.
Between 31 and 50 percent said that they would
visit Jefferson more offen and stay a longer period
of time if more activities were available, he said.

Following Beacham s report, Lewis May,
from the University of Houston; Mike Legg, from
Stephen F. Austin Stale University; and Jim Neal,
Texas Parks and Wildlife; summarized the work
they are doing for the Corps pertaining to recre-
ation-related facilities and establishments within
the watershed study area. May stayed on to work
with the group the rest of the week.

Public comments received during the
session included statements that although the—
residents of Jefferson wanted economic develop-
ment, they were also concerned that the city
maintain its historical heritage.

The afiemoon ended for the team with a boat
tour of Caddo Lake.

Tuesday moming, Lyle Spellings, Jefferson
city alderman, led the team on a walking tour of
downtown Jefferson, the port area and adjacent
waterfront areas. With a better visual uvnderstand-
ing of existing conditions, the team returned to the
library and rolled up their sleeves for an 8-hour
technical work session, as they began designing
their own interpretations and ideas in preparation
for the next public meeting. The evening’s agenda
allowed the team to conlinue gathering informa-
tion, answering questions and facilitating discus-
sion groups.

All doy Wednesday, visual images tumed into
preliminary conceptual drawings as the team
worked feverishly to develop the ideas they
received from the first two workshops. Every
available flat surface was utilized. Several team
members were fortunale enough to find a card
table to work on while others sprawled on the
hardwood floors with their drawings. That night,
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the public was invited to visit the library and
observe the team’s “work in progress,” as they
prepared for the final presentations.

Thursday moming, the work session contin-
ved for the group with a break during lunch for a
mystical tour along Big Cypress Bayou. Tour
guide Johnny Nance, of Tuming Basin Tours,
spun tales of life along the bayou—the old saw
mill, alligator sightings and the origin of
Jefferson’s own mayhaw jelly, which is made from
wild fruit collected along the banks of the bayou.

The work session resumed in the afternoon
and into the evening hours in preparation for the
next moming's presentation.

n Friday moming, Moss presented a

slate of altemnatives to workshop

attendees, Special guests were US.

Rep. Chapman, who stressed his
support of the charette team's efforts, and students
from Jefferson Elementary and Middle Schools,
who presented their crayon drawings and ideas for
the port. {See story below.)

An “Open House™ was hosted by Corps
representatives on Saturday moming, offering the
public another chance that week 30 view and
discuss future possibilitics for the waterfront

development and associated port activities.

‘The following week, when Griffith had a
chance to think back on the “charette™ experience,
she said that the most dramalic moment during
the week for her was on Wednesday moming.

“We had brought these people in completely
cold, with limited knowledge of the region, and
spent the first two full days dumping tons of
information on them,” she explained. “Wednesday
morming when we walked in, Ann divided the
group into two teams and told us that we had yntil
1:30 that afteroon to come up with preliminary
concepts. We took a collective deep breath for
about 30 seconds, everyone grabbed a crayon
marker and a piece of trace {paper], and things
just started happening.”

Graphics and an accompanying narrative arc
being prepared into a document which will
capture the wealth of the concepts and insights
that resulted from the charette held in Jeflerson
that week. Not only will the booklet record the
issues that were discussed, but it will help in the
planning process and stimulate a greater interest
in the future of Jefferson while preserving that
which also represents the town’s charmcier—ils
heritage and unique natural setting.J

Kid '
s say The darnedest TNings
by Judy Marsrano
rittany Martin, a 7 1/2-year-old from Jefferson Elementary School, Brittany's Been Thinking,
her thoughts about what she’d like to see at the Port of _
Jefferson and waterfront area some day. I've been thinking ..
i She and ll_ otl_igdsmdcnls gr:])‘r: ;h:r:;;memary and m:';lid_le_:ccah:olsdin it would be nice to have s apecial place
cfferson were invited to one o ops 10 nt their i an .
drawings to the chareite study team. pe 1o prese for artists to work by the rver.
“We thought the children would be a good way to get the community
truly involved,” said Becky Griffith, chief of Economics and Master ['ve been thinking. . N
Planning Branch. “We’re planning for the future and kids ARE the future, it would be nice to have a place
and they usually have bolder, more creative ideas than adults do,” she to watch nature up close.
added.
Another student, 10-year-old Preston Campbell, displayed vivid . s
crayon pictures he drew of bike trails, souvenir shops, “and a research _ Pve b°_°" thinking..
center over the water 50 we could, on special days, look down in the water it would be nice to have a place
to see what we could see,” he said. to be with God near the river.
Kelli John, 13, presented an aerial view of the waterfront which
included a fish haichery, an environmental resources center “where you I've been thinking, .
can see all kinds ;Jf fish and wildlife,” an Indian mound replica, amphithe- it would be rice o have 8 place
ater and parking lots.
Other ideas were cxhibited through drawings of tee-pec campgrounds, where chidren can loam andl play.
footbridges, paddicboats, turtie ponds, and fishing and picnic areas.
One student wanted the town to consider waterskiing activities “with I'n finished thinking, .
a 50-foot ramp in the bayou to ski off of,” he added.0 now it s Lime to go to work.
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Knows

The largest natural lake in Texas
isn’t really natural. That’s just one of the murky
misconceptions about Caddo Lake.

D DA KU g

FREDhDAHMER aNOWS CADDO LAKE BE’TTE?Q‘IAN ANYONE, BUT
even he doesn't know it all. He has spent most of his 79 years phom

ing, exploring, fishing, ferrying visitors, and daydreaming on the hk,g;ﬁ
ts practically in his back yard. But you can’t really understand the lake, or
Fred Dahmer, by standi.r:i:n the shore. Not until you get out on a boat do
you begin to grasp that this is a distinct and separate world—a labyrinth of
sloughs and shallow submerged islands dense with tupelo and bald cypress,
their branches shrouded in long, dangling strands of moss, their wide, fluted
trunks mirrored in the surface of the water. Thete is something wild and pri-
mordial about the place, as if a creature from the Pleistocene Epoch were
about o lurch forth from che muck.

Fred has worked as a photographer, a radio repairman, 2 shipyard electri-
ctan, and a postman, but he has spent the past twenty years exploring and de-
fending Caddo Lake, a Z3-mile-long waterway that straddles the Texas-
Louisiana border, midway between Marshall and Shreveport. When he is not
artending meerings and writing Jenters o politicians, hydrologists, engineers,
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m othgn wohl.:lsd-be despoilers, he can be found in his battered V-bortom

, poking his way through the lily pads. T met him four years ago, when he
was living aine on Taylor Island in mwn of Uncertain, on the Texas side
of the lake, in a cabin he had built himself: a small wood-frame I:!unkho_use

venience store, and some ragrag motels, and cross the bridge to the island. So
dense with moisture is the atmosphere at the water's edge that everything is
dampandmosay;mythingleﬁunundeds&psimode' shacks wich
lapsed roofs, rusted pickups parked under the pines. Occasionally you come
across an abandoned house that is eatircly overrun by weeds and vines, its
rooftop barely visible behind 2 frenzy of foliage.

Fred is a narrow and unprepossessing man, slightly hunched, with a left
leg thar was crippled in an auw accident. He has g kindly crinkled face, with
large ears, green tyes, and wnnish-colored skin, His voice is peculiacly high-
pitched, almost a falsetto—the result of an unexplained hardening of his vo-
cal chords twenty years ago when he stopped smolcxg This, wgether with
his lopsided gait, creates 2 peculiar first impression of Fred. To get to know
him, you must disregard the physical strangeness; or perhaps it is the other
way around: Once you know hi » the oddity disappears.

1 first saw Fred Dahmer on the evening news. He was being interviewed
for a program on Texas travel and looked squirmy and self-conscious in front
of the television camera. Several weeks later I called him up and asked if he
would give me some pointers on exploring the lake. He did much more than
that: When I got there, he Bave me my fiest wour, I have no idea where he
tookmethatdg:y;t:helakemsbigandbewi!dering.[rememberordyanim-

pression of Spanish moss and shimmery wa-
ters and a feeling of enchantment. Afer
th:lt trip, I returned to Cadd; Lake again
and again with Fred as ide,
Had he not been so mw,;.llin‘mg to share the
lake with me, I might not have gone back.
Nothing about the [ake encourages visitors.
red Instead, there seems to be an antipathy to-
ward outsiders, 2 xenophobia almost, as if

Dahmer has spent the lake and all js stmothering vegetation

bl 0o = decens g o s TR

e w a <ent map o L4 . ere

the last fwem)’ years o place, at least on the Texas side,
) where you can g¢t an overview of the lake,
explonng Caddo, no scenic twenout or lookour point. Only

) two publl:'c boat z;mpgy ed::ist—one at the

. g ; state and another e Mooringsport
but his ties to it date dam.PIf;one of the usual tourist coufresies

are extended. The restaurants are uneven,
at least as far back % cenally difapid,

the motels perpetually ditapidated. But
as 1928 (below).

none of this matters very much. No one
goes to Caddo Lake for the food or the ac.
commodations. You go because, quite sim-
: Ply, it is the mos: beaurifi) lake in Texas.
You go because you can wander alone in o
i reverie for hours, never tncountering an-
other human being, believing you are in the
remotest place in the universe,

This can be a dangeraus illusion.
Caddo Lake is not remote ac all, It is
threatened by the same factors that en-
danger inland waters throughout the
country: pollution, commerce, and the
presence of human beings whose escape
into nawre depends upon their ability w
mold and shape the environment uncil it is no longer wild and natural
but man-made, with all the problems people bring.

To know Caddo Lake you need patience and a goad eye. Fred has both.
Over the years, he has artempted to teach me the mystetious system of mark-
ers posted on the barks of the cypress trees—signs like “2E” or “5F"—de-
signed 0 guide boaters through the complicated sloughs and boat lanes. He

attempred, without success, to teach me 1o distinguish between the vari-
ous lily pads on the lake: duckweed, spacerdock, water lily, golden club, and

PHOTOGHAR ¥r 168 Ol TEXAS KONTHLY 133

pa s



yonqupin. And one time, spurred by a rumor, we searched in vain for the old-
est cypress on the lake, a tree reputed 10 be more than three hundred years
old. Fred pointed out where the floaring beer boats were moored during Pro-
hibition. And he ook me 1 the spor where Robert Potrer was killed during a
feud between rival vigilante groups known as the Regulators and the Modera-
tors in the days of the Texas Republic. Pursued by his enemies, Potter
propped his rifle against a tree and leapt into the lake, whereupon William
“Pinkey” Rose grabbed the gun and shot Porter as he tried to swim away.

One day last spring Fred and 1 drove 1o Mooringsport, just over the
Louisiana border, w see the dam thar holds back Caddo Lake. It is nothing
spectal 1o look at: a low concrete wall extending uninterrupted across the wa-
terway. The spillway is 168.5 feet above sea level. No gates or openings
pierce the wall, meaning that there is no way to adjust the water level on
Caddo Lake—it is always more or less the same. In times of heavy rainfall,
the lake rises slightly and the excess water spills over the weir.

Long before the dam existed, a fluke of nature created Caddo Lake. Over
thousands of years, a logjam formed on the Red River—a blockage some-
what like a beaver dam, made up of cottonwood trees that toppled from the
banks of the river. By the late 1700’s this so-called raft had grown to be
more than a hundred miles long and filled the rivecbed from bank to bank.
Bounded by roots, moss, and silt, it seemed almost like solid ground, Peo-
ple walked and rode their horses across. As
logs piled up at the head and decayed at che
tail, the raft crept upstream, plugging the
river. Pent-up warer spilled out on either
side, creating new lakes that drained and
disappeared as the raft moved ajong. One
large break in a bend of the river flooded
the Cypress Bayou valley and gave birth w f you
“addo Lake. Many attempts were made to )

. <lear away the raft. In the 1830’s Capuain

~ Henry Shreve got rid of it with a snag boat motor tkm”‘g t the
that sawed through the logs as it moved up- .
stream. But when he ran out of money, the 510“3’ h dense with
raft came right back. Not unril 1873 did .

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers blast it hly pads, you 'l see
away for good with dynamite. With the raft

gone, the water slowly began to drain away, -
leaving a swamp. When oil was discovered the Monster (below)
on the Louisiana side, the drillers realized

that they couldn’t haul their heavy machin- @ CYpress foot ShGPEd
ery through the sludge. They pressed for a

dam that would raise the water level like aghoulishface.
enough to float in their equipment by
barge, and in 1914 the dam was buil.

The more [ learned abour the lake, the
more it drew me back. With each trip, the
three-hour drive from Dallas to Uncertain
seemed to pass more quickly because I
knew Caddo Lake was at the end. About
three years ago, I noticed a For Sale sign
on an old racing-green Karmann Ghia
coupe parked under a shed by Fred’s
house. Fred had bought it in 1971 for his
wife, Loucille, but now he had to sell it be-
cause of his handicap—it sat so low to the
ground that he could no longer climb in and our. The car still had its otigi-
nal paint, its original upholstery, its original engine, even the old AM radio.
I stll don’t know why I bought that car from Fred. Pechaps it was because
of the bumper sticker that said “Greater Caddo Lake Association.” I rat-
"led around Dallas in it for two years, a reminder of the green lake in the

TY CORCrEte city.

One morning Fred decided 1o show me the Monster of Caddo Lake. It
"“had been misting for hours, and a vaporous haze was clinging to the warer
surface. Vegetation closed in behind us as we motored through a slough
thick with lilies. Deeper and deeper intw the maze we progressed. More than
once the motor snagged on the undergrowth, and Fred had to heave the out-
board from the water and scrape off the viny loops. At last he gave up on the
motor and began to paddle silertly through a grove [ coNTINUED O PAGE 139 ]
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The Lake

[ CONTINUED FRom e 13+ ] of fluted trunks
resembling a floating Temple of Karnak.
Had Fred not poinced it out, I would not
have noticed the gnarlish mass—a burl or
pechaps an errant oot proruding from a
cypress tree just above the warerline. From
the right angle, you could see the unmistzk-
able contours o&r:uﬁoe: two dark and liquid
eyes, a butbous nose, and a sinewy smsle.
Fred said he had shown the monster only w
Louctlle, and she had been horrified. “She
thinks it's pornographic,” he said. Ac first
Fred had also thought of it as evil, but grad-

.ually he had come t see it 2s a benevolent

creaure, to think of it as a friend. We sat
for a while, comemplating the face upon the
tree. | wasn’t so sure | agreed with Fred,
but I didn’t say so. By then, I had already
begun to sense that on Caddo Lake, all was
Dot as it seemed.

THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE QN CADDO
Lake like 1o brag that it is the only
natural lake in Texas. While it is true
that the lake was created by a natural
phenomenon, the giant raft, 1o believe
that Caddo Lake is natural today you
would have 1o ignore a lot of evidence 1o
the contrary—the boac lanes chat would
be impassable were they nor vegularly
dredged, the striped bass that were intro-
duced in the fifties, the oil wells on the
Louisiana side. Most of all, you wouid
have w overlook the concrete dam at the
foot of the lake, withoutr which Caddo
Lake would drain away and revert to a
hardwood forest.

Even so, “Keep Caddo Natural” has
become the watchword on the lake. You
see it on lecterheads, on bumper stickers,
and on the banner thar is tacked to the
wall atr the monthly meerings of che
Greater Caddo Lake Association, an or-
ganization dedicated to protecting the
lake. The association’s current enemy is
the Army Corps of Engineers, which has
proposed an eighty-mile barge canal chat
would link northeast Texas to the Red
River at Shreveport. The canal would cut
right through the heart of Caddo Lake
on the Texas side. All over this down-
and-out part of the state, the project
{calied the Daingerfield Reach, after the
town of Daingecfield ar che western end
of the canal) is heralded as economic sal-
vation. The excepton is on Caddo Lake,
where the members of the Greater
Caddo Lake Association are convinced
that barge traffic would ruin the lake.
They call the canal “the ditch.” .

During the Civil War, Daingerfield
was a boomtown, with sawmills, grist-
mills, foundries, and tanyards that wirned
out leather for Confederate boots, shoes,
and saddles. Today many of tts genteel




T ———

nineteenth-century brick buildings are
empty. Unemployment in Morris County
is 15.4 percent-—the eighth highest of the
state’s 254 counties. In this part of
Texas, the agrarian economy died thirty
years ago, a victim of foreign competi-
tion, rising labor costs, cheaper land in
West Texas, and synthetic fibers.

The Daingerfield Reach is one seg-
ment of the mammoth Red River Water-
way Project approved in 1968 by

- Congress. Originally the idea was t dig
a navigable canal from the Red River
north to Shreveport, then along the
Twelvemile Bayou through Caddo Lake
and up to Lake O the Pines. With the
lower section of the waterway due o be
completed in two years, the Corps is now
reexamining the wisdom of constructing
the upper stretch.

Economics is the question: Would the
Project benefit enough people to justify
the £650 million it is expected w cost? In
1989 the Corps queried fifty companies
within a fifty-mile radius of the canal
route. Twenty-eight said they would be
tmterested in using the canal, with savings
of as much as $28 million a year. The
single biggest beneficiary mast likely
would be Lone Star Steel, a company
that makes oil-field casings and tubings.
In the early eighties, Lone Star employed
six thousand workers. When the price of
oil collapsed, the work force shrank to
about one thousand. The canal would
give the company a tremendous boost.
Lone Star could ship about two miltion
wons on the canal each year at an esti-
mated savings of $2 to $7 a ton com-
pared with train or truck transpore.
Canal backers across Easc Texas are also
counting on economic spin-offs: con-
struction jobs, business relocations,
tourise dollars. One study opumisticaliy
predicted 40,000 new jobs. The city of
Jefferson sees the canal as a potential bo-
nanza, with tourist barges, riverboat
gambling, and a revival of the glorious
steamboat days.

But would the canal harm Caddo Lake?
MNearly everyone around the lake insists it
will. The sight of barges plowing through
the water will be just plain ugly, they say.
The wake from thcthe will mﬂ smaller
boats and destroy the serenity that Caddo
Lake is known for. Beyond acsthetics, there
is fear of an enviconmental disaster. A
trough through the middle of the lake, even
one that is only nine feet deep, could divert
flowing water from other areas of the [ake,
leaving the rest of the lake a swamp, Resi-
dents also fear that an accidental barge spill
could dump more wxins in the lake. For ail
these fears, the Corps is trying o come up
with answers. Stdies won't be done for an-
athet two years. In the meantime, 2 serious
rift has arisen between the boosters and the
lake dwellers. “The people on the lake
aren’t environmentalists. They don't want
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the canal interfering with their retirement
plans,” says Duke DeWare, a Jefferson at-
orney. “They've crazy,” one Caddo Lake
resident says of the canal supporters, “They
want 10 build a superhighway @ nowhere.”

°NCE YOU HAVE BEEN SEDUCED
by Caddo Lake, it becomes a picture
postcard of the mind, fixed with bewitch-
ing images of cypress and coon-tail moss

water hyacinch. For me, there was no
single flash of realization that Fred Dazh-
mer’s vision of Caddo Lake did not rell
the whole story. The awareness came
about in a gradual way, through a series
of ordinary telephone calls last spring w
the district office of the Corps of Engi-
neers in Vicksburg, Mississippi.

I had called w find out the results of the
latest testing of the water and sediments in
the lake. A Corps hydrologist named Dave
Johnson had been taking samples from the
lake for about a year. Johnson told me that
he had though the tests would show the
presence of PCBs, or traces of oil com-
pounds from the drills on the Louisiana
side, or evidence of pesticides used by farm-
ers upstream, The lab analyses cevealed
none of these. Instead, they indicared ex-
wemely high amounes of organic carbons.
While there is no way © say with scientific
certainty where the carbons come from,
Johnson has 2 strong suspicon that some is

human waste.

If Johnson is right, then the very peo-
ple who are most intent upon saving the
lake may be doing the most damage.
There is no sewage treatment piant at
Caddo Lake. Pracucally all of the cabins,
restaurants, and businesses use septic
tanks to dispose of their wastes. Septic
tanks should be emptied every few years,
but lots of peopie don’t want to spend
the money. “You could smell it—the
smell of sewage,” said a hydrologist
about a lake samplie he collecred near
some homes. “You can look at the color,
textute, and odor of the sediments and
make assumprions about what it is.”

Too many organic carbons are bad for
the lake: They act as nutrients for the
duckweed and lilies, which choke the Lake
even as they enhance its beauty. Phos-
phates, most likely from washing ma-
chines and dishwashers, spur the growth
of vegeration, It does not heip that the
western end of the lake is extremely shal-
low—in some places only a couple of feet
deep. Sunlight encourages photosynthe-
313, 50 the entire lake has become densely
clogged with luxuriant underwater plants.
They erap sediments, making the lake
even shaflower. As the plants decompose,
they create more sediment and they use
up the oxygen that fish need to survive,
Low levels of oxygen have probably been
the cause of mass fish kills on Caddo
Lake for the past four years, The last one
occurred in August. “The water was cov-
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ered with fish,” said Walter Martin, the
owner of Paradise Marine in Uncertain,
“You could see them by the thousands.
The stench was unbelievable.”

POLLUTION IS NOT THE ONLY
problem at Caddo Lake. The dam that
forms the lake threatens the cypress oees, I
learned this one spring afternoon on a boat
with Jacques Bagur, a consultant to the
Corps. We were in 2n open dearing, admir-
ing a cluster of cypresses growing out of the
water. The trees were maybe forty feet
high, with enormously wide burtresses that
flared like a dancer’s swirling skire. Jacques

guessed they might be 150 or 200 years old.
Then he mentioned, almost ofthandedly,
that he dmoughttheuees were not healdhy.

They were surrounded by warer and booked |

as though chey thrived in that setting, but
Jacques knew otherwise. Cypress trees need

wﬁyumau‘f:‘-}: germinate but grow best
on it seed covering is so ough
a.ndlul:heryd'nanthasmbembnwrgedw
soften up and release its contents. Bur
seedlings can’t withstand prolonged sub-
mergence. Cypress trees flourish at the wa-
ter’s edge because of the normal riverine cy-
cles of ebb and flow. Inundate them w-lrh
waret, and they will die.

There is no secret about all this. In
1984 cthe Corps studied the bald cy-
presses on Caddo Lake and concluded
that the trees were sick. The scands that
Jacques and I were admiring probably
took root and began to grow when they
were actually at the edge of the bayou
channel, before the lake existed. They do
not grow well in standing water. This is
why their buctresses are so wide—w give
them stability. This is also why they are
relatively short and why their branches
are gray and spindly. If you would cut
open their trunks, you would probably
find that they were hollow. In another
fifty years, most of these trees will have
toppled over and there will probably not
be any cypresses standing in the lake ar
all—only along the shoreline.

The irony of the dam is that it pre-
serves Caddo Lake, buc it also might kall
it. Before Caddo Lake existed, floods
used o sweep through what was then the
Big Cypress Bayou and raise the water
level by fifteen feet or more, scouring the
channel and washing away the vegeation.
Now, because of the dam, the water leve!
is static. None of the sediments get
flushed out. Already the channels are so
shallow and smothered with vegetation
that the boac lanes have to be continually
dredged, and boaters can barely swray off
the traveled paths without getting tangled
in undergrowth. “If you don’t do some
type of control, the aquatic plants will
take over,” says Maryerr Smith, a biolo-
gist at the Vicksburg Corps ofhice.

But whar kind of control? The best so-
lution would be to mimic the cycles of na-
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ture by alternately flooding and emprying
the lake. The floods would fush out the
sediments; lowering the water level would
kill off the vegetation. Bur if you lower
the [ake, suddenly the people with lake-
side cabins can’t get their boars out of
their docks. And if you floed it, the same
people will have water lapping at their
doorsteps. This is the last thing people at
Caddo Lake want,

LTHOUGH HE HAS LIVED NEAR
the lake almose all his [ife, it wasn’t
until 1970 that Fred Dahmer realized
what it meant to him. That summer he
and Loucilie bought a new Volkswagen
van. On June 13 they set out from their
heme in Marshall on a wip w Missouri
with two of their daughrers. From Un-
certain they drove north into Arkansas
and had funch at a cafe. In the afternoon
they came © a roadside park with pienic
tables ringing a circular driveway. Rest-
less, Fred hopped out of the van and
jumped up and down a few times, then
prodded his daughters into jogging
around the driveway. The daughters
dropped our after a couple of laps, but
Fred sprinted around twice more before
getting back in the van. He recalls head-
ing uphill on a two-lane road. He did not
even see the car coming from the othee
direction, trying to make a blind pass. At
e crest the two cars collided head-on.
Fred never ran again. An infection in
his smashed left hip led w an artificial hip
joint, which also became infected. Fi-
nally, the doctors removed the artificial
socket altogether—he keeps it in a brown
paper sack beside the phore. The result
is that Fred can’t put weight on his left
leg. He walks only with the help of ewo
crutches with scalloped braces that fit
around his forearms. But in an unex-
pecred way, the accident changed his life,
“I was self-centered and stingy,™ he says,
“I cared more about money.”
He took early reticement and went to

live full-time at the lake. For years
Loucille insisted on stying at their home
in Marshall. (“I hate the lake,” she once
told me.) Fred got by on TV dinners and
canned soup, was elected mayor of Un-
certain in 1978, and became a defender
of the [ake, opposing any project he
thought would endanger it. He was
against the Ferrell's Bridge Dam (which
created Lake O’ the Pines), 2 dam on the
Little Cypress Bayou that was never buils,
Shreveport’s failed attemprt w operate 3
drinking-water pumping plant on the

]lere is a unique cookbook that mixes

authentic, easy-to-prepare recipes with anecdotes

about the daily lives of real-life cowboys, This new edition gives

you 60 of Bush's (no relation to you know who) favorite recipes. You'll dis-

cover Go. ! Gosh, Bull Rider's Steak, Saddle Bag Bread, Deviled Goose,

Whiskey Stew, and even, Who the Hell Knows? Guaranteed to satisfy any-

body who wants a hearty meal without a lot of fuss, these tried-and-true,

simple recipes are real—really cooked by cowboys. Bush's colorful in-

sights into range life add a lively commentary. And al} of this is illustrated

" with 35 rare, old Western photographs from the collection of acclaimed

photographer of cowboys, Erwin E. Smith.

Just published Ociober 1992, 104 poges, vecpes, eorty 20th century cowboy photograpts, index, & x 8" poparhadk.

S1285 ISSN: D8715.7243 Pkt Ko, 9224 eastern shote, and an aborted plan for a

At Your Favorite Booksetler and Wherever Creat Cookbooks are Scld hydroelectric plant at the dam. “You have

) Gulf Publishing Company to keep fighting,” he says, “or they'll de-

Dept. XJ = P.0. Box 2608 w Houston, Toas T7252-2608

Bl (7131 5204434 u FAX: {713) 5254647 stroy the lake. L .

Inchade purchase prict plus $4.95 for shipping and handling Texas residents add $1.48 sales tax Although gemting into the boat is a tor-
turous otdeal, Fred still goes out on the
lake, He hobbles down to the water with

a clumsy, laborious gait, then leans on a
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erutch while lowering himself o the edge
of the boat. He swings his right leg in-
side and then reaches down with both
hands to {ift his left leg over. But when he
Iays the crutches down, starts the engine,
and glides away from shore, his handicap

ars.

Fred has trouble articulating what ic is
that gives him a special feeling abour
Caddo Lake. He knows that others more
pressed for time do not perceive the lake
the way he does. He says of the Corps of
Engineers, “They fly overhead in their
helicopters and see a complex maze of
waterways. They zip along, and the water
:Erays off the sides of their boat. But

ey don’t really see the lake. They're
going wo fast,”

But does Fred Dahmer really see the
lake? He is like a Zen master; what he
sees is an idealized internal vision of
Caddo Lake. Fred understands some-
thing fundamental about nature, about
how a human being inhabits and finds
meaning in a beauttful place. He does
not see that the immediate threat o
Caddo Lake may not be the Daingerfield
Reach bur the shortsightedness of those
who live at the water’s edge. Withour a
plan of rescue, the lake will eventually
yecome a bed of muck. What Fred is
erying 1o preserve is less a lake than a
museum.

On one of my lLast trips o Caddo Lake,
Fred took me to = place not five minutes
from his house, a spot I’d never seen be-
fore. Off 2 main channel, we passed
through 2 line of trees and entered a long,
oval-shaped ing flanked on all sides by
cypeess. This, Fred said, was his cathedral.
What he meant was suddenly apparent: We
were within a space shaped like the nave of
a Gothic church. An arc of cypress at the
Gr end composed a sort of apse, the rows
of wrees on either side were the columns of
the nave, and the afternoon sun filtering
theough chinks in the moss was the
clereswory light. When we reached the cen-
ter, Fred cut the engine.

About a decade ago, he said, he had
helped found a Lutheran church in Mar-
shall. The church had hired a young min-
ister, then fired him when he began
showing up at services with cowboy
boots under his robe. Fred quit the
chuech and had not been back since. On
the lake, he found a deeper everlasting-
ness. “I believe that anybody who looks
at the lake as I do—at the trees up close,
tihe birds and the animals—will see the
lake as I do,” he said. “You can com-
mune with any god or deity or entity that

iles this universe.” But how many more

anerations will be able to worship at
Caddo Lake? I wondered, but I didn’t
ask. Inside the cypress chamber, now
deep in evening shadow, Fred's voice
echoed as though we were surrounded
by stone. %
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